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LIFE CHANGING ADVENTURES IN FAITH

WHO DO YOU WANT YOUR KIDS TO BE?

| recently had a conversation with a mom whose son came to camp for the

good for them and that is why adults need to guide, encourage and sometimes
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sure that he wanted to go. Mom and dad had been campers as kids and knew

up to be good, successful, and happy.
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ness, but by Wednesday he loved it. He grew.
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He had a life-changing adventure in faith!

Should you make your child come to camp?
Well, maybe. Consider the following:

You may be able to list twenty qualities that
you hope will develop in your child as he or she
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actually considered it in that way. If you are like
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roed-in on such things as being decent, respon-
sible, independent, resilient, hard-working, judi-
cious, capable, socially-skilled, tolerant, caring,
honest, self-motivated, persistent, drug-free,
confident, realistic, creative, and faithful.

As parents we are responsible for the holistic well-being of our children: physi-
cally, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. We need to be sure that our kids
get an education, that they eat well and get plenty of exercise, that they learn to
deal with and constructively express their feelings, that they develop and ma-
ture socially, and that they identify and develop their gifts and work to their po-
tential. We make promises at their baptism that we will raise them in a way that

allows faith in God to take root and grow through

church, teaching them the basics of the faith, and by our own example.

No matter how our culture changes, how
electronic we become, or how sophisticated
we think we are, our kids still have basic
needs that must be met if they are to grow
in the ways that wise parents hope for.
They need to learn to be responsible;toeat KDQGV °
their vegetables; to do their homework; to LW -’
get back up when they fall; to clean up after
themselves; to respect the planet; to step
out of their comfort zone in order to discover
their own strength and potential; to learn to
live, work, and play well with others. Truth
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get along in a situation in which they live with

WKHLU SHHUYV 3*LYH DQG WDNH"™ C
rise to new levels of importance. Sharing, ac-

cepting and teamwork take on new dimensions

as they play, eat, plan, work, learn, worship,

solve problems, study, share, and grow to-

gether. Many campers talk about being
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for self-discovery, for learning to get along on

your own merits, for finding your own niche, for

testing your own gifts, for pushing the edges of

your comfort zone, for navigating homesickness

as a rite of passage, for living into the faith you

have been taught. Camp is the last best place

for kids to play in the woods and just have fun.
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and well-being.
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addresses all these aspects of personhood and more. Here children learn and
develop skills +outdoor living, water sports, horseback riding, aviation, crafts,
the arts, social skills, decision-making, living well with peers, and so on. Here
they expand their comfort zones on the ropes course, the mountain bike trail, in

involving them in the life of the front of a group, and in relationships. They eat wholesome meals sitting down

Should you make your child come to camp?
That, of course, is up to you. But remember
that Lutherlyn has been helping parents build
a solid foundation of life-skills and faith under
the lives of their children for 61 years. The
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with friends, tableware, and manners. They get lots of exercise from sports,
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find their feelings respected and they know
that they are listened to and cared about.
They worship, pray, study, discuss, and grow
VSLULWXDOO\

7KH\ SUDFWLFH OLYLQJ ZLWK 3RS$HQ
,Q WKLV FRPPXQLW\ RI IDLWK WKH\ 3JHW




