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LIFE CHANGING ADVENTURES IN FAITH 

THINGS ARE LOOKING UP! 
     This has been a very good year.  The 

kind of year that suggests revitalization 

and a renewal of energy, confidence, and 

hope.  It has been a decade since we have 

been able to celebrate this kind of good 

news. 

     2013 is the second 

year in a row with a 

slight uptick in summer 

camp numbers. 

     There are new faces 

in camp as groups dis-

cover Lutherlyn.  Some 

find us on the internet,  

some through exposure via CampBlast, 

and  some through other events that are 

new or growing at camp. 

     A very interesting freshman group from 

CMU joined us for the first time, renewing 

our ties with that university and joining the 

Schweitzer Fellows, a public health based 

scholarship program for graduate students 

from many of the universities in and 

around Pittsburgh, in utilizing the group 

building and environmental education as-

sets of the camp. 

     CampBlast 

was huge in 2012 

and grew to over 

1,300 this year.  

Talks and tours with parents of prospective 

campers led to many new summer campers 

so that even as our congregational confir-

mation camps have gotten smaller, our 

overall camp numbers have made up for it. 

     The Foam Run in 

May brought 6,000 peo-

ple to camp and almost 

all of them were here for 

the first time.  Many of 

them were raving about 

what a beautiful place 

Lutherlyn is and asked 

about the facilities, the 

program, and who can 

come here. 

     Spring brought 

the largest number 

of students to our 

L.E.E.P. programs 

in six years.  Even 

as funding chal-

lenges force public 

schools to cut back on their field trips or 

reduce them to day trips rather than over-

nights, private schools are increasing their 

involvement in our programs so the net 

increase in participants reflects remarkable 

growth in the number of students served. 

     As our Adventure Program entered its 

second year, growth centered 

in church youth groups and 

adult adventure opportunities. 

     Our riding stables are in-

creasingly busy as our staff 

continues to develop events 

and clinics that concentrate on 

skill development and safety.  Of course, 

as people come for 

one activity and 

discover the beauty 

of Lutherlyn’s trail 

system, they come 

back for more. 

     Retreating has been growing over the 

past couple of years with this year being 

the best in a very long time.  Particularly 

notable are all of the retreats involving 

quilting, scrapbooking, weaving, making 

dolls and stuffed animals, being Fathers 

and Sons and Wild Women, and a host of 

other interests and activities that open op-

portunities for relationships and creativity. 

     Major groups that we host annually are 

seeing increases in their numbers, too. 

Camp Cadet, the annual 

summer camp week 

offered here by the PA 

State Police, has been 

increasing in attendance 

over the past four years. 

     All of this is coming together as the 

economy seems to be strengthening, albeit 

very slowly.  It also seems that parents are 

once again getting more comfortable with 

the idea of their children coming to camp 

and being away from home overnight.  

Many also seem to be reclaiming the im-

portance of camp with its lessons in peer 

living and independence as an invaluable 

part of growing up. 

     The generosity of many special people 

(like Margaret Thompson who surprised us 

with a legacy gift of over $220,000), along 

with our faithful Trinity Pines Club mem-

bers, have enabled us to keep our fees fro-

zen at 2010 levels. This is also a part of the 

mix that has fueled a new time of growth. 

     Lutherlyn is alive and well 

and indications are that it will be 

for a long time to come! 

FILL THE POOL! 
    The Maier Pool was built in 1986 and was dedicated in June of 1989 to the Rev. 

Patrick A.L. Maier “For his years of faithful service on the summer staff and the 

Lutherlyn Board and for his tireless efforts on behalf of the Lutheran ministry in the 

synods and congregations he has served in Western Pennsylvania”.  

    In recent years Lutherlyn has been experiencing increasing complications with our 

aging pool. The concrete surrounding the pool is slowly crumbling as the eastern 

wall is sinking away from the rest of the structure. In-ground piping is bending, 

which is causing our strainers to stop functioning and leaks to be increasingly com-

mon and difficult to repair. 

    WE NEED A NEW POOL! More than 1,500 people use the pool every year. Since 

there is no guarantee that the pool will survive another year in its condition, it is 

Lutherlyn’s desire to construct a new pool. This project will also include new fenc-

ing, concrete deck area, shaded area, and a solar heating system.  

    We are asking for your help in “filling the pool.” Each gallon is a $2 donation. For 

example to donate 50 gallons you can donate $100. Please consider making a dona-

tion to the “Fill the Pool” campaign. Visit www.Lutherlyn.com/pool for more infor-

mation or send your check to Lutherlyn with “pool” in the memo line.  



Summer Camp  
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SUMMER STAFF 

SEARCH 2014 
The search is on!  Every summer 

Lutherlyn hires 60 mature Christian 

men and women to serve on the sum-

mer staff. If you or someone you 

know is interested in serving God, 

making a difference in the lives of 

campers, being part of an intentional 

Christian community, and having a 

great time with lots of kids, please 

check out the ”employment” section 

of Lutherlyn’s website or contact 

the camp office! Applications will be 

accepted starting on Jan. 1, 2014.  

Summer Camp 2014 

 

Staff 

Training 

 

June 1-13 

Arts 

Classics 

Horse Camp 

Salmagundi 

Confirmation 

Adventurers 

July 6-11 

Confirmation 

Life in the Wild! 

Adventurers 

Horse Camp 

Staff-in-Training 

 

June 15-21 

 

Confirmation  

Classics 

Leadership 

Horse Camp 

Adventurers 

Salmagundi 

June 22June 22--2727  

Classics 

Salmagundi 

Venture 

Horse Camp 

Rocketry 

July 20July 20--2626  

 

 

Family Camp 

Horse Outpost 

On-Site Day Camp 

June 29-July 5 

Night Owls 

Sports Camp 

Small Fry Days 

Musical Theater 

Horse Camp 

Jazz 

Adventurers 

July 27-Aug. 1 July 13-19 

Classics 

Classic Sampler 

Young Folks 

Adventurers 

Horse Camp 

 

UNDER THE RADAR 
    This year our Under the Radar project bene-

fited someone much closer to home, yet still has 

an impact far away in the African country of Li-

beria. 

    Alexander Gbelee joined the Lutherlyn family 

this summer as a counselor. He came to us from 

his home in Liberia through the ELCA Interna-

tional Camp Counselor Program. 

    Alexander was born in 1984. In 1989, when he 

was only 5 years old, his country was torn apart 

by civil war. From 1989 to 2004 (with a brief 

time of peace in 1997) the war raged on with re-

bel groups taking control and making his home 

an unsafe place to live. He moved from one refu-

gee camp to another living in neighboring countries such as Guinea and Ghana. 

    Not only was Alexander’s childhood stolen from him, but his ability to re-

ceive an education was severely delayed. After he was able to return to Liberia 

in 2004, at the age of 20, he began working towards his high school diploma. 

He finally graduated from high school in 2007, at 23. 

    Since then, Alexander has become involved with the Lutheran Church in Li-

beria. He has been serving as an employee of the Church providing life skills 

counseling to those affected by AIDS. This experience has developed a desire 

in him to care for others as a nurse. When asked why nursing, Alexander stated 

profoundly: “I believe that if I go in that direction, my calling will be fulfilled.” 

    When Lutherlyn learned of Alexander’s desire to be a nurse we saw the op-

portunity to provide for him in a unique way that could change his life! 

Through the generous offering of Lutherlyn’s campers and friends, we raised 

$13,623.97 over the summer to send Alexander to college for his degree in 

nursing.  

    Alexander started his classes in 

September and is doing great! In a 

recent facebook message to the 

summer staff Alexander said, 

“This year is my year of progress. 

I am actively in school now learn-

ing a lot of things and getting my-

self ready for the international 

world; all because of you. May 

God Almighty never let you go 

hungry. Remember that I will 

work at Lutherlyn as staff once 

more. Love you all.” 

2013 SUMMER STAFF VOLUNTEERS 
     Every summer Lutherlyn relies on MANY 

volunteers to help make Summer Camp the best 

that we can possibly provide. In the summer of 

2013 we had 80 volunteers help at camp. We 

are so thankful for our chaplains, grandparents, 

nurses, and helpers in the office, stables, 

grounds crew, and kitchen.  

     If you would like to learn more about volun-

teering at Lutherlyn please contact Deb in the 

camp office.  

 

The Family Camp 4th of July Parade! 

DAY CAMP…. 
Nine congregations in Western PA hosted a 

Lutherlyn Day Camp in the summer of 2013. 

Thank you to the host 

congregations! It was 

a great experience for 

all of the campers! We 

are now booking Day 

Camp Sites for the 

summer of 2014!  

VENTURE 
We had a great time with the Sr. High Venture 

campers this summer! Rachel Kurtz joined us 

as the musician for the week and one of the 

highlights was a Hot Air 

Balloon ride for everyone! 

Join us next summer with 

Bruce Rundman and lots of 

great surprises!  
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Stables & Development 
    Fall is here and the horses have all begun to grow their 

soft teddy bear fur for the winter.  We have had a wonder-

ful year and were truly blessed with a wonderful staff.  

There were three great summer staff that really went 

above and beyond and our campers had a really awesome 

summer because of it. 

    Amanda Brown, one of our summer 

instructors, has decided to stay and try to 

grow a few new programs.   She is start-

ing a new unmounted educational group 

that will meet all winter.  We want to 

provide kids who do not own a horse the 

opportunity to gain valuable horse 

knowledge.  Amanda is very strong in 

ground work and will help lay the foundation for future 

great equestrians.  The group also serves as a tool to give 

children with a common interest a place to go.  Amanda 

is accepting students for small group and private lessons. 

     On April 30th, one of our 

leased horses (Diesel) sus-

tained an eye injury that 

resulted in a corneal ulcer.  

After treating it, Dr. Wal-

drond advised us that he 

felt she really needed to go 

to Ohio State University to 

be seen by an ophthalmolo-

gist. He thought she had a 

fungal infection, most 

likely caused by a spec of 

dirt that was trapped under 

the cornea. On May 14th  

we drove her to Ohio and she had an optical lavage put in 

to treat her eye.  The doctors felt she had a great chance at 

recovering fully.  Dr. Waldrond came and did routine 

follow up blood work that showed that her creatinine lev-

els had risen and that she needed fluids immediately.  Her 

kidneys were affected by the pain medication she was on.  

She ultimately did not improve and was taken to Fox Run 

for IV fluids to help her recover from her renal failure.  

She was there for nearly a month fighting a low grade 

fever, kidney stones, and stomach ulcers.  Thankfully, 

Diesel is completely healed and back at camp.  She had to 

be on medication for her stomach ulcers for 6 months.  

Diesel’s owner has a vet bill of nearly $15,000. For her, 

putting Diesel down was just not an option.  She owns 

Diesel’s mother, and birthed Diesel in her back yard.  We 

are collecting donations to help pay Diesel’s vet bills.  

Donations can be sent to: Lutherlyn Stables, P.O. Box 

355, Prospect, PA 16052.  Please put “Diesel” in the 

memo. 

    We welcomed a 16 year old Quarter 

Horse gelding named “Tuffy” to our herd 

this summer.  I have known Tuffy for nearly 

his whole life because he is from a local 

family.  Tuffy loves trail rid-

ing, has been shown low level 

dressage, and is a good lesson 

horse.   This fall we welcomed 

an 11 year old Morgan gelding named 

“Canyon”.  Canyon is a great all around 

horse that loves trail riding and is fantastic in 

the arena.  We are very blessed to have these 

young riding horses donated to our program.  

We also received many donations of valuable stable sup-

plies this year.  Thank you to all of our donors; your do-

nations are improving our program daily! 

    Our program is so fortunate to have many amazing 

people that help us in so many ways.   I especially want to 

thank the volunteers.  Without you we would not be able 

to run ANY of the events at Lutherlyn Stables.   If you 

are interested in being added to our volunteer list, please 

contact Katie McNeal at mcnealkem@gmail.com. 

 

     Happy Trails, 

                

          Carla  

        Babcock 

Contact Carla at Lutherlyn Stables: 
 

stables@lutherlyn.com 

724-496-5535 

   Lutherlyn sends out a monthly e-newsletter through 

constant contact. If you are not on our e-mail list and 

would like to receive a monthly update from camp, 

please visit www.lutherlyn.com. There is a box on the 

front page of the web site that says “Join our Mailing 

List”. Please submit your e-mail address there and you will be added to our e-mail list. 

Each monthly newsletter includes upcoming events, photos, and news from camp! 

Diesel Canyon 

Tuffy 

    Camp Mount Luther and Lutherlyn, both in 

Pennsylvania, and Camp Lutherwood in Oregon 

are three ELCA Outdoor Ministries that have 

recently received a generous bequest. 

    Margaret Ann Thompson, 79, of Florence, 

Oregon, passed away May 26, 2012, following a 

short illness. During her lifetime, Margaret es-

tablished a Living Trust and placed her assets in 

the trust. Margaret designated that, upon her 

death, the proceeds of the trust be divided 

equally among three ELCA camps: Lutherlyn in 

Prospect, PA; Camp Lutherwood in Oregon; 

and Camp Mount Luther in Mifflinburg, PA. 

    Chad Hershberger, Executive Director of Camp Mount Luther, said 

they were surprised when they received a check in the mail for $200,000 

the day after Christmas. 

    “When we received word in mid-2012 that we were a beneficiary of 

Ms. Thompson’s estate, we never imagined that we’d be receiving this 

generous amount. Add to that the fact that she split her estate among out-

door ministries of the ELCA is truly a testament to how important Ms. 

Thompson felt our work is toward spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” 

Hershberger said. 

    At first, all three camps were unsure about their connection to Marga-

ret. It wasn’t until a few weeks later that the camps learned more about 

her. 

    “We went back through our archived pictures and yearbooks and we 

were able to learn that Margaret was on the Lutherlyn summer staff from 

about 1957 until at least 1965 when she was a faculty member. She 

would have been 33 in July of the summer of 1965-- finally old enough 

to teach!” Randy Gullickson, Executive Director of Lutherlyn said. 

    “My guess is that her generosity to outdoor ministries over the years 

and in her death came from her experience at Lutherlyn. She is a testi-

mony to how the camp experience can have a profound effect on many 

lives for years to come,” Andrea Scofield, Executive Director at Camp 

Lutherwood, said. 

    After Chad Hershberger heard about Margaret’s involvement at 

Lutherlyn, he began researching. Her obituary indicated she had taught at 

the “Pennsylvania Technical College” which, after an internet search, led 

him to wonder if Margaret taught at the Pennsylvania College of Tech-

nology in Williamsport, PA. He shared this with former Upper Susque-

hanna Synod Bishop A. Donald Main. Main contacted someone who he 

thought might have known Margaret and sure enough, she did. It was 

discovered that Margaret was a former member of Messiah Lutheran 

Church in South Williamsport, PA, and that she dedicated her whole life 

to education. She was also a very private person 

but a delightful, lovely individual. Current Synod 

Bishop Robert L. Driesen was Margaret’s pastor 

when she was a member of Messiah and said that 

she was very interested in the outdoors and loved 

to go hiking. 

    And so it is believed that Margaret A. Thomp-

son was touched by her experience in outdoor 

ministry at Lutherlyn and chose to divide her es-

tate among the three ELCA outdoor ministries in 

the three places she lived during her lifetime. Be-

cause of her generosity, each of the camps is able 

to continue the tradition of sharing the love of 

God through Jesus Christ. That love is something 

that Margaret embodied during her lifetime and 

lives on through her generosity in these legacy 

gifts! 

Outdoor Ministries Blessed with Legacy Gift 
Written on 03/04/2013 by Chad Hershberger, Director of Camp Mount Luther 

Margaret at Lutherlyn in 1958 

We are sad to say goodbye to Jennifer Taylor, Food Ser-

vice Manager and Chef. Jenn has done an excellent job and 

leaves big shoes to fill. Jenn especially excelled at meeting 

special dietary needs, staying calm under pressure, and 

finding a way to say “yes” to all kinds of requests. Jenn is 

teaching Culinary Arts in Pittsburgh and enjoying having 

her weekends free to be with her children. God’s Blessing 

to you on your new adventure Jenn, you will be missed!  
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(Gifts made between 1-1-2012 and 12-31-2012) 

Shaulis Society  
($10,000 Lifetime) 
Kenneth Ray & Lucille Allen 
Lynn & Nancy Alstadt 

Craig & Dawn Marie Andersson 

Gordon & Pauline Bachman 
Frank & Mary Baker 

Donald & M. JoAnne Bauman 

George & Sheila Beck 
George Bennitt & Debby Miller- 

              Bennitt 

Kirk Bish 
Timothy Bish 

Gerald & Carolyn Blaney 

Judith Boal 

Leslie Boehmer & Kirk Morrison 

Evelyn Booth 

Robert & Courtney Bost 
Jack Brown, Jr. & Joan Brown 

Harry Burns & Patricia Wirth 

Butler Garden Club 
Roger & Barbara Claypoole 

Terrance Clever 

Ronald & Laura Coombs 
Reldon Cooper 

James & Jeanette Cunningham 

Paul & Cindy Curran 
Wetauna Cypher 

Sigmund Decker 

Merab Drennen 
Richard & Violet Dunmyre 

Roger & Catherine Fischer 

Charles Flach, III & Patricia Flach 
Curtis & Sally Frank 

Kathleen Frank 

Charles & Johanna Fuellgraf 
Kathy Gaberson 

Randal & Tracy Gullickson 
Nancy Headrick 

Jeff & Sandy Heasley 

Theodore & Gloria Hines 
Andy & Amy Huffman 

Gregory & Ellen Jordan 

Mario & Susan Lanna 
Mr. Francis & Mrs. Francis Laube 

Roger & Martha Luppold 

W. Pete & Amy MacKay 
V. Ronald & Sally Marburger 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Edward Miller, Jr. & Pam Miller 
Marianne Miller 

Signe Mitchell 

Larry & Deborah Mort 
Barbara Nakles 

Laird Orr 

Pearl Parnell 
June Piontkowski 

Gwil & Kathy Price 

Cathy & Bruce Randolph 
Deb & Jeff Roberts 

Edward & Elaine Roehling 

Thomas & Sandy Rossman 
Keith Runge 

John Schlotter & Heidi Morris 

Rob & Amelia Shillingsburg 
Robert & Emma Shock 

Jeane Smart 

Richard & Barbara Snyder 
Henry Suhr, Jr. & Beverly Suhr 

Jane Ann Suran 

Gerald & Cheryl Thomas 

Margaret Thompson 

Walt & Janet Treser 

Anna Trettel 
Thomas & Sandra Usher 

Dave & Nancy Williams 

James & Barbara Wilson 
 

Director's Circle 
($2,500 and above) 
Merab Drennen 

Randal & Tracy Gullickson  
Natalie McCloskey  

Gwilym & Kathleen Price 

Cathy & Bruce Randolph 
Deb & Jeffrey Roberts 

Henry Suhr, Jr. & Beverly Suhr  

Margaret Thompson 

Thomas & Sandra Usher 

2012 Lutherlyn Summer Staff 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,  
           Chicora 

 

Diamond Circle 
($1,000 to $2,499) 
Craig & Dawn Marie Andersson 

Donald & M. JoAnne Bauman 
George & Sheila Beck 

Kevin & Sandra Bell  

George Bennitt & Debby Miller- 
             Bennitt  

Kirk Bish 
Timothy Bish 

Jeff & Kathy Bost  

Harry Burns & Patricia Wirth 
Paul & Cindy Curran 

Ryan Ebner  

Heather & Joel Eidbo 

Curtis & Sally Frank 

Andy & Amy Huffman 

Mary Ann Kristophel 

J. Kenneth & Susan T. Laber  
Mario & Susan Lanna  

Roger & Martha Luppold  
John & Pamela McMullan 

Debbie & Eric McNeal 

Colleen & Rick McWilliams  
Wendy Mendenhall 

Signe Mitchell 

Larry & Deborah Mort 
Megan & Erik Orient 

Nathan Radebaugh 

Walter & Janet Treser  
First English Lutheran Church, Butler  
Harrold Zion Lutheran Church,  

                   Greensburg 

St. John's Lutheran Church, Perrysville  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Butler 

St. Stephen's Lutheran Church, Erie 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Gibsonia  

 

Gold Circle 
($500 to $999) 
Vernon & Debra Adams  
Ray & Lucille Allen  
James & Lynn Beck 

Sue Bennitt 

Leslie Boehmer & Kirk Morrison  
Evelyn Booth 
Christopher Brant & Kristin Drennen-Brant  
James & Rosemary Clarke  
Terrance Clever  
Joyce Dick  

Richard & Violet Dunmyre 

Charles & Patricia Flach 
Charles & Gretchen Fleischer 

Carl & Wilma Follmer 
Kathleen Frank 

Tim George 

Heather & Sam Goncz  
George & Linda Hagstrom  

John & Donna Helinski 

Kevin & Marcie Heyl  
Larry & Mollie Ann Hibbs 

Steven & Katelyn Hill 

Richard & Ann Kessel  
Kirk & Cynthia Klingensmith 

Clair & Carroll Klingensmith  
Sharon & Mark Kresse 
Dara Legg  
Susan Liptak  
Elma Maier  
Patrick & Jill Maier 

Donald & Saundra McCoid 

Edward Miller, Jr. & Pam Miller 
Earl & Jean Nollinger  
Luann Nollinger 

Elaine & Edward Roehling 
Deborah Ross  
Keith Runge 

Judith Seanor 
Jeane Smart 

Donald & Illene Smith 

Carl & Anna Sutherland 
Randy Tost  
Thomas Walrond & Ricarda Kelly-Walrond  

Dave & Nancy Williams 
Dottie & James Zaffuto  
Brighton Heights Lutheran Church  
Christ Lutheran Church, Baden 

Christ Lutheran Church, Sharon 

Diehl Accounting  
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Holy 
                                          Trinity, Jeannette  
First Lutheran Church, Rural Valley 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Uniontown 
St. Peters Lutheran Church, Evans City  

 

Level 3 
($300.00 to $499.99) 
Richard & Betty Albright  
Mark & Kathy Armstrong 

Michael & Jacqueline Barber 
Joel & Mindy Benson  
Mont & Eileen Bowser 

David & Annette Burns 

Bryce & Sonja Carpenter 

Herbert & Andrea Dubler 

Ted & Donna Fairley  
Gretchen & Timothy Hunter 

C. Ted & Janet Kaltwasser 

Ronald & Joyce Kilgore 
John & Betty Sue Lehew 

Katherine Lenz  
Gary & Priscilla Lester 

Janet Lyons 

Julie & Rorik Melberg  
Paul & Mona Miller 

Marlin Morris & Naomi Horchak-Morris 

Virginia & Richard Moyta  
Brenda & David Ritterpusch 

Paul & Carolyn Rizza 

John Schlotter & Heidi Morris 
Ruth Shirey 

Robert & Bonnie Softcheck 

Jonathan & Laura Steiner  
Jason & Tanya Tost 

Reed & Ruth Lee Trimble 

James & Patricia Vetter 

Maria Von Mickwitz 

Linda Wellner 

Patricia Wuenstel 
Gloria & Daniel Yount 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Export 

Hope Lutheran Church, Homer City 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Meadville  

 

Level 2 
($200.00 to $299.99) 
Jonathan Adams 

Kimberly Aiken 

Gordon & Pauline Bachman 
Frank & Mary Baker 

Ruthanne Beighley 

Thomas Beilstein  
Bill & Sandra Bixby 

Vivian Bowser  
William Brewer, Jr. & Joy Brewer  
James & Shirley Bruggeman 

Edward & Shirley Brut 

Philip Byford 

Alice Camp  
David & Kathleen Cashdollar  
Tom Christy  
William & Wylda Cole 

Kim Coombs 

Ron & Laura Coombs 
Cathleen Coudriet 

Russell & Cathy Dennis 
DHT Construction Inc. 

James & Sara Donnell 

Kathy & Dale Ebner 

John & Diane Elliott 

Stephanie & Ronald Eslinger 

Harry & Pauline Faucett 
Richard & Lynda Freed 

Martin Galbraith & Margarethe Galbraith- 

           Cordes 
William & Norma Jean Hansmann 

John & Anne Harmon 

Erin & Kevin Harper  
Emma Lee & David Hartle 

Nancy Headrick  
James & Carolyn Higgins  
Frank & Lois Hodas  
William Hower 

Joseph & Janet Janukites  
Jill & James Johnson 

Paul & Laura Johnson  
William Keller  
Ruth Keyes  
Bruce Knapp  
Vince & Michelle Kosker 
Robert & Rita Kromer 

Harry Laube  
Susan Lockhart 
Paul Lucas 

Joyce Lydick 

Donald May 
Stan & Patricia McCollough 

Jill McGregor  
Patricia McKee 
Charles & Denise Morrison  
Bill & Kathleen Murray  
Keith & Audrey Alice Pipes  
Linda Raschiatore 

Sally Reesman 

Allen & Karen Riethmiller  
James & Jennifer Robertson  
Christine M. Schall  
Jackie & Marshall Scott 

Justin Seanor 

Richard & Eva B. Shearer 

Naomi Smith  
Ronald K. & Susan L. Smith 

Stephen Spargo 

Gary & Nancy Stoehr 
Russell & Ruth Thelin  
Brianne Thomas 

Jeremy & Rebeccah Tost  
Anna K. Trettel 

Jeffrey & Melissa Trojan 

Ruth Vasey 

Gary L. & Susan N. Whitling 

Thomas & Jean Wiles 

Jim Will  
Reynolds & Joyce Wingard 

Shelli Wolfe 

Caroline Wolff 
Robert & Nancy Wright 

Michael & Janice Zobrak 

William Zundel 
Babst & Calland, P.C. 

Brown & Brown of Garden City Inc.  
Grace Lutheran Church, Monongahela 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,  

              Grove City  
Hope Lutheran Church,  

      Cranberry Twp. 

Nativity Lutheran Church, Allison Park 

Rosebud Mining Company 

Spring Church Lutheran Church,  

      Apollo 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Sarver  

 

Level 1 
($100.00 to $199.99) 
Kenneth & Rita Aber 

Shelby Ainsworth 

Becky Albright 

Lynn & Nancy Alstadt 

Nancy Altman 

Linda Anderson 

Missy & John Arp 

Sally Bachovchin-Janocko 

Dennis & Ann Baglier 

Donald & Barbara Baker 
Helena & Clyde Baker 

Amanda Bangor & Ty Best 

Neil Barker 
Helen Bash 

David Bashaw, Jr. 

Audrey Bauer 

Douglas Bauer 

Mike Bechak 

Becky Beck 
John & Amy Kay Beiler 

Barbara Beilstein 

Mara Benson 

Arthur & Patricia Bernardon 

Audrey & Gregory Bisignani 

Colin Blackburn 

W. Gerald & Carolyn Blaney 

Kevin & Christine Blum 

Bill Boarts 

Timothy Bock 

Marlin & Karen Boltz 
Gertrude Booth 

John & Sheryl Borden 

Nelson & Dolores Bormann 

Holly Bost 

Josh Bow 

Delwin & Alicia Brockett 
John Brown, Jr. & Joan Brown 

Dawn Brut 

Cecelia Buechele Foster & Katie Foster 

Thomas Burns & Rennae Houle-Burns 

Lisa Burr 

Jeffrey & Paula Bussard 
Joel Bussard 

Robert & Sharon Cairns 

Lawrence & Susan Camberg 

Randal Cavalero 

Richard & Ann Cheers 

Rebecca & Stephen Choiniere 
Jean Claus 

William & Patricia Cole 

Glen Comer 

Sarah Compher 

Edward & Carol Cool 

Judy & A.W. Covi 
Ronald & Beverly Cowen 

Bill Cox 

M. Elizabeth Cramer 
James & Jeanette Cunningham 

Barbara Cush 

James & Vicki Daley 

Mark & Patricia Dashiell 

Kristine & Kenneth Deiss 

Carole & Edward Demmy 
Adele Dengel 

James & Susan Dickson 

Frances Diercks & Carol Cooper 

William Dietrich, Jr. & Patricia Dietrich 

James & Jane Dollhopf 

John Doman 

Donna Douglas 

Shirley Dudenhoefer 

Wilda Dumbaugh 
Jeffrey Eberle 

Richard Evans 

Paul & Elizabeth Fackler 
Charles & C. Louise Fair 

Linda Falck 
DeWayne Filges 

Barbara & George Flanders 

Liz Flanders 

Bob & Dixie Fleeger 
Fleming Tire & Auto Service 

Richard & Barbara Flock 

Joan & Michael Foran 
Ellen Fowkes 

John & Susan Frantz 

Darlene Frederickson 
Alan S. & Amy L. Freed 

Jack & Judy C. Freed 

Rachelle & Larry Fritz 
Charles & Johanna Fuellgraf 

Heath & Jessica Gamache 

Raymond & Deann George 

Michael & Susan Gogol 

Richard & Carolyn Graff 

Stanley D. & Jeanne Graff 

Peter Graff, IV & Nancy W. Graff 

Kelly Guerrieri 

Phil & Sandy Gustafson 
Virginia Hansmann 

Donald & Doris Harbaugh 

Meredith Harber 

John Harris 

Ashley Hartung 

Peg Harvey 

Jeffrey & Sandra Heasley 

Walter Hebda, Jr. & Diana Hebda 
Robert & Wendy Hedegore 

Clair & Pearl Held 

Wendy Hengeli 

Rachel Higgins 

Ronald "Bubba" Hileman 

Victoria Hogg 

Jack Hohbach 

Daniel Holm 

John & Jacquelyn Holmberg 
Richard Holt 

Clark Howell & Melinda McClure-Howell 

Ronald Hudak 

Tim & Christina Huffmyer 

Audrey Hunter 

Scott & JoAnne Hyde 
Kate Jacobsen-Caughlan 

John Jacoby 

Nancy & John Jeffries 
Hildegarde Jenson 

Kurt & Karen Johanknecht 

Michael & Wilma Johnson 
Jocelyn Johnston 

Jean Joyce 

Charles & Sharon Kaltwasser 
Edward & Grace Kaufman 

Gerald & Mary Lee Kelly 

Molly Kestner 

Kenneth & Margherita King 

Donald & Helen Kleckner 

Cindy & Jeff Knoll 
Julie & Jake Kosker 

Todd & Milvia Kotouch 

Paul & Mary Ann Kowalik 
Harold & Doris Laderer 

Dorothy Lamey 

Paul & Patricia Lebanik 
Alan & Roseann Lee 

Sarah Lee-Faulkner 

David Lendt 

Bob & Rose Leri 

Henry Leri 

John & Deanna Leuenberger 

Amanda Lindgren 

Marian Linton 

John Logan 

Paul & Heather Lubold 

Catherine Lucas 

John Lutz 

Tara & Jonathan Lynn 

Samuel & Shirley Lyon 
Janice Marburger 

Stephen & Lea Marshall 

G.A. Matteucci 

Robert & Charlotte McCabe 

Jack & Judy McClelland 

David & Stella McClintic 

Katie McNeal 

Dorothy McWilliams 

Kelly McWilliams 

William & Darla Mechling 

George & Rose Mellors 

Arthur & Edith Menschel 

Kevin & Mira Merritt 

Edward & Linda Mertz 

Janet Miller 

Jonathan Miller 

Kenneth & Marie Miller 

Laura Miller 
Robert & Margaret Miller 

Jennifer Montag 

Blair & Fay Morgan 
Daniel & Susan Morrow 

Terri & Paul Mostoller 

Evelyn R. Myers 

Arthur & Carolyn Naccarelli 

(continued on next page) 
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In Honor Of... 

Our sincerest apologies if 

we omitted your name.  

(Trinity Pines list continued) 
Ron & Lucy Nacey 

Kanis Nealon 

Donald Neff 
Keith & Paulette Nelson 

Louise Nordsiek 

John & Elizabeth Orris 
Mona Parsons 

James & Denise Pearson 

James & Lisa Wilson Pepka 
James Petsinger 

Ann Pierotti 

Tony Pike 
Leila Protzman 

Jean Purvis 

Harry & Rose Rahner 
Kim & Glenda Raybuck 

Thomas & Sandra Rea 

Joseph L. & Donna L. Reeder 

Eric & Marni Rettig 

Elizabeth & Wayne Rideout 

Rick & Diane Rishel 
Eric & Missy Roehling 

Linda Schaeffer 

Cheryl Scheck 

Robert & Carol Schlotter 

Tony & Tricia Schneck 

Nancy Schreiber 

Kenneth Schuster 

Richard & Norma Schwab 
Karen & John Schwalm 

Judy Serafine 

Mary Alice Serafini 

Mary Ellen Shanor 

Joseph Shellenbarger 

Donald & Sonja Shoup 
John & Irene Sigler 

Keirsten Singer 

Margaret & Charles Skalos 
Marilyn Smail 

Darlene Smith 

John Smith II & Monica Smith 
Warren & Gretchen Smith 

Kris Soderberg 

Michael Sourwine 

Marie & Donald Spohn 

Esther & Bill Stahlman 

Aaron Steffy 

Michael & Denise Sticha 

Jaakko & Sandra Suni 

Paul Sutter 

Jennifer Taylor 

Stephen R. & Lisa A. Thelin 

William S. & Youxu Cai Tjader 

Ronald & Wendy Tomko 

Seth & Lydia Tost 

Charles Treser 
Ward Trostle, Jr. 

Janet Vandyke 

Lawrence & Lois Vita 
Rich Volpe 

Joseph & Marlene Walsh 

Charles Warren & Wanda Spangler- 
      Warren 

Kristina & David Wessel 

LuAnn & Timothy Wheeler 
Ruth & Delmar White 

Alison Whitlinger 

James Workman, Jr. & Cynthia Workman 
Betty M. & Eugene Worthy 

Katie Wozniak 

Erin Wright 

Gregory Yarnall 

Johanna & David Yoho 

Katherine Yoho 

James Young, Jr. & Mary Kay Young 

Randy J. & Miriam Youngquist-Thurow 

Christine Yurky 

Elizabeth Yurky 

Michael & Beth Zellhart 
Frederick & Beverly Zikeli 

Shirley Zundel 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Export  

ESS Insurance Group  

First National Bank of Pennsylvania 

Fisher's Service, Inc. 

Golojuh Family Chiropractic 

Harmony Equine Veterinary Services 

Impact Applications Inc. 

Land Surveyors, Inc. 

Marburger Farm Dairy 

Our Savior's Lutheran Church,  

                 Ambridge 

Parkers Appliance 

Pittsburgh Space Command 

Raisley Insurance Agency Inc. 

Ritenour Custom Lawn Care, Inc. 

Scott Landscaping & Maintenance, Inc. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Warren 

Standard Insulating Co. Inc. 

Triangle Gasoline Company of Butler 

 

New Members in Bold 

 = Giving level increased from previous  

      year 

 

 

Honorariums  
 

Karen and Kathy Allen  

   By Ray and Lucille Allen 

Kathleen and Brian Bacik  

   By Curtis and Sally Frank 

Scott Hunter Best Family 

   By Curtis and Sally Frank 

Juliana and Micah Bish  

   By Timothy Bish 

Chris and Kristin Brant  

   By Merab Drennen 

Jim Cunningham  

   By William and Wylda Cole 

Mary K. Davis  

   By Merab Drennen 

Eric Dietrich  

   By William and Patricia Dietrich 

Rebecca Dietrich  

   By William and Patricia Dietrich 

Samantha Dietrich  

   By William and Patricia Dietrich 

Jim and Ronna Drennen  

   By Merab Drennen 

Brad and Lisa Drennen  

   By Merab Drennen 

Eric and Heidi Drennen  

   By Merab Drennen 

Merab Drennen  

   By Ronald and Stephanie Eslinger 

Joyce Eidbo  

   By Joel Eidbo 

Stephanie and Ron Eslinger  

   By Merab Drennen 

Elise Eslinger and Donald Perkins 

   By Merab Drennen 

Evan Eslinger  

   By Merab Drennen 

First English Lutheran Church  

   By James and Jane Dollhopf 

Sarah Fugent  

   By Sharon Fugent 

Kathy Gaberson  

   By Homer Bollen 

Sarah and Joshua Gold  

   By Glen and Donna Gold 

Dorothy Goncz  

   By Larry and Donna Dupont 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hevig  

   By Elsie M. Taylor 

Philip Inman  

   By Linda Anderson 

John Jeffries  

   By Gloria and Dan Yount 

   Margaret Lally 

Loved Ones   

   By Ruth Pitts 

William Luft  

   By John and Susan Frantz 

Joyce Lydick  

   By Homer Bollen 

Madeline Rose Nacey   

   By Lucy and Ron Nacey 

Jerome Emmett Nacey II  

   By Lucy and Ron Nacey 

 

Sean O'Brien  

   By Patrick and Christine O'Brien 

Molly O'Brien  

   By Patrick and Christine O'Brien 

Collin O'Brien  

   By Patrick and Christine O'Brien 

James Ro and Matthew Clarke  

   By Curtis and Sally Frank 

Ed and Elaine Roehling  

   By Hope Lutheran Church 

Lois and Ernie Schindehette  

   By Denise Sticha 

Susan Schmidt  

   By Deborah Ross 

Donald and Anna Short  

   By Merab Drennen 

John Smith  

   By Leslie and Sylvan Easler 

Sharon Wach  

   By John and Susan Frantz 

James and Barbara Wilson  

   By Rebecca Choiniere 

Robert Wilson Family  

   By Curtis and Sally Frank 

Woodland Quilters  

   By Mary Ann Hoovler 
   Jean and Earl Nollinger 

Katie Wozniak  

   By Allegheny County Chapter of  
     Thrivent Financial 

 

Memorials  

 
Matthew Ammon  
   By Homer Bollen 

   Joyce Lydick 

Addison and Elizabeth Anderson 

   By Linda Anderson 

William and Cora Baer  
   By Judy Seanor 

 

Jean and Elmer Bentz  

   By Kathy and Mark Armstrong 

Eric Bish  

   By Peter and Nancy Graff 

Adam Bishop  

   By Robert and Sarah Bishop 

   Jeff & Karen Bishop 

Jack and Ilene Boice  

   By Linda Schaeffer 

Dorothy Bollen  
   By Homer Bollen 

   Joyce Lydick 

Les Boyer  

   By Marie and Donald Spohn 

Donald Burkness  
   By Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,  
                  Emporium  

Harry and Ruth Burns  

   By Annette and David Burns 

Donna Carlsson  
   By Andrew Carlsson 

Betty Christy  
   By Hope Lutheran Church Women 

   Jacque Jacobs 

   Shannon and Keith Glenn 

Jane B. Clarke  
   By Curtis and Sally Frank 

A. Dale Clarke  
   By Curtis and Sally Frank 

Roger Cravener  
   By David Adams Brown Family 

Carol Ann Decker  
   By Reverend Sigmund Decker 

Richard Dumbaugh Sr.  
   By Wilda Dumbaugh 

Edward Eller  
   By Lynn Schrimper 

Stephanie Eslinger  
   By Erika Linden and Randy Thompson 
   Sandra and Richard Cain 

   Rick and Jane Nelson 

   Barbara and Jesse Manering 
   Steven and Jane Poskanzer 

   Debra Bjornard 
   Stephanie Huston 

   Robert and Becky Martzo 

   Susan Graham 
   Mark and Janet Rosenbury 

   Martha Fisher 

   Dale and Dianna Herold 
   Sheila and Keving King 

   Jennifer Foster 

   John and Marcy Bloem 
   Paul and Jan Kramme 

   Crisis Team Broadlawns Medical Center 

   Carleton College 
   Joanne and William Pontius 

   Janet and Richard Graham 

   Carolyn Street 
   Ron Eslinger 

   Samuel and Shirley Lyon 

   Carl and Anabel Brunemer 

   Robert Thompson 

   Luella Stone 

   Merab Drennen 

James N. Frank  
   By Curtis and Sally Frank 

Faith Lynn Franklin  

   By Deb & Jeff Roberts 

John and Sally Freed  
   By Amy and Alan Freed 

   Jack and Judy Freed 

"John, Sarah, & Pat " Freed  
   By Richard and Lynda Freed 

Russel Gabriel  
   By Betty Gabriel 

Suzan Rote Gergerich  

   By Deborah Ross 

Joseph Goncz Jr.  

   By Larry and Donna Dupont 

Frank Gross  
   By Worthington Evangelical  
       Lutheran Church 

Ruth Haplman  
   By Sondra Laughead 

Ron Harbaugh  
   By Linda Theophilus and Dennis Olsen 

   St. John's Lutheran Church - Greenville 

Robert Hartman  
   By Barbara Hartman 

Thomas Hessong  

   By Mary Lynn Kittner 

   Betty Stringert 

Fred Howell  
   By George and Shirley Bowser 

Alfred Hutter 

   By Robin and Christian Stein 

William Kingensmith  

   By Ray and Lucille Allen 

Arthur and Martha Klein  
   By William and Karen Newson 

Candy Kling  
   By Deborah Ross 

Jen Lester  

   By Blance and Roger Jenkins 

Pat A.L. Maier  
   By The Hunting Gang 

   Elma Maier 

   Harry Laube 

Evon Marrett  
   By Donald and Barbara Baker 

Kenneth and Mary May 

   By Donald May 

Mary May  

   By Donald May 

Mary McBride  
   By Jim and Jeanette Cunningham 

Georgia McCormick  

   By Joan Teichart 

   Ray and Lucille Allen 

Helen and Ed Miller  

   By Edward Miller Jr.  

   William and Wylda Cole 

Ed Miller  

   By Linda Rachiator 

Mother and Father   
   By Ruth Vasey 

Wil Morrow  
   By Susan and Daniel Morrow 

Cheryl Marie (Means) Nuhfer  

   By George and Carol Means 

John Orris  

   By Jessica McFadden 
   Jeff and Deb Roberts 

   Robert and Jane Falconer 

   Lutherlyn Friends Book Group 
   Lee & Karen Lindeman 

Grace Phillips  
   By David and Robin Brown 
   Sue Carothers 

   Dan and Gloria Yount 

Bill Pierotti  
   By Rev Charles and Louise Fair 

Robert "Rapp, Sr. "  
   By Lisa Sten 

Richard and Martha Rhoades  
   By Richard and Ann Cheers 

Jayne W. Tipton Roulette  
   By Kib Roulette 

Thomas Rowe Jr.  
   By Larry and Mollie Hibbs 

Earl Runge  
   By Keith Runge 

William Schall  
   By David Adams Brown Family 

Rev. & Mrs. S.S. Shaulis  
   By Sue and Jack Lehew  

   John and Betty Sue Lehew  

   Jack and Betty Lehew 

Sam Shaulis  
   By Sue and Jack Lehew  

Sam and Dorothy Shaulis  
   By John and Betty Sue Lehew 

Sam and Betty Shaulis  
   By Jack and Betty Lehew 

James Smith  
   By Elaine and Ed Roehling 

Paula Southwell  
   By Brianne Thomas 

Ruth Steen  

   By Ruth and Del White 

Russel and Ruth Steininger  
   By Ronald and Stephanie Eslinger 

Dorothy Sternot  
   By Sue and Jack Lehew 

Lea Strickland  
   By Kathleen MacLean 

Dolores Stumme  
   By Ron and Carol Pisarek 

John Tickner  
   By The Hunting Gang 

Susan Tost  

   By Randy Tost 

Rick Valensky  
   By David and Robin Brown 

Tom and Augusta Vezzetti  
   By Delwin and Alicca Brockett 

Marlene White  
   By Ray and Lucille Allen 

Barbara Elaine Wilson  
   By Comfort Keepers 

   Carl and Katie Edstrom 
   Linda Berardelli and Carl Smith 

   Lorraine Golan 

   Dorothy Knepper 
   Ruth Bream 

   The Clark Family 

   The Suni Family 

George Wolfe  
   By The Hunting Gang 

David Worthy  
   By Don and June Kudas 

   Betty and Eugene Worthy 

Julius and Anna Wudzke  
   By Linda Anderson 

Mary Ann Zeigler  
   By Merab Drennen 

Betty Lou Zellhart  
   By Kathy and Scott Hacker 

Remember and Honor Your Loved Ones 
Buy a Brick: Leave a Tribute on Friendship Way 

    "Friendship Way" serves as a lasting tribute to those who have been honored or remembered; for those who 

have "left their footprint" at Lutherlyn. 

    Become a part of the future of Lutherlyn!   Bricks are a perfect way to remember a loved one, honor a 

special occasion, or show your support to our mission.  Your name or message can be engraved on a brick and 

will be placed in the brick walkway called "Friendship Way" that leads to the Lutherlyn Dining Hall. Bricks 

start at $50.   

    You can now purchase bricks quickly and easily by going to www.lutherlyn.com/bricks.  
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The “Second Season” & Adventure 
2014 Calendar 

 

January 
17-19—UFO (Unfinished Objects) Retreat 

31-Feb. 2—Winter Retreat (4-12 grade) 

 

February 
8—Geology Saturday Safari 

8—Ambassador Training 

9—Winter Tea 

 

March 
7-9—Youth Leadership Development  

 Institute 

8—Maple Sugaring Saturday Safari 

17-23—Mystery Quilting Retreat 

 

April 
4-6—YouthFest (Jr. High & Sr. High) 

12—Mini Horse Camp 

22,23,29,30—Equestrian Gym Class 

26—Mini Horse Camp 

26—Work Day 

 

May 
6,7,13,14—Equestrian Gym Class 

10—CAMP BLAST!!! 

17—Adult Break-Out Adventure (High 

 Ropes & Zipline) 

23—Golf Outing 

 

June 
1-13—Summer Staff Training 

7—Mini Horse Camp 

8—Trinity Pines Club Banquet 

15—SUMMER CAMP BEGINS! 

21—Adult Break-Out Adventure (Mountain  

 Biking Basics) 

 

July 
1-31—SUMMER CAMP CONTINUES! 

 

August  
1—Last day of Summer Camp 

4-7—Family Camp for NWPA & SWPA 

Synod Rostered Leaders & families 

16—Adult Break-Out Adventure (Canoeing) 

29-30—Fathers and Sons Retreat 

 

September 
1-7—Crafty Lady Week-Long Getaway 

9,10,17,18,23,24,30—Equestrian Gym Class 

19-21—Wild Women Weekend 

20—Adult Break-Out Adventure  

 (Rock Climbing) 

21—Judged Pleasure Trail Ride 

 

October 
1—Equestrian Gym Class 

4—Work Day 

18,19—Woodland Quilters Quilt Show 

18—Adult Break-Out Adventure  

 (High Ropes) 

26—Family  Halloween Fun 

 

November 
1—Archaeology Saturday Safari 

21-23—Santa’s Workshop Retreat 

 

December 
5-7—Advent Retreat 
 

 

 

Visit www.lutherlyn.com for details  

and registration information.  
 

 

 

     Over 1,300 people came to the second 

CampBlast at Lutherlyn! It was a great day 

full of excitement and fun! One of the most 

exciting things was the number of people 

who were first time guests to Lutherlyn!  

     Join us for a day of FUN that highlights 

all that Lutherlyn has to offer. Horseback rid-

ing, campfire, crafts, gaga, archery, high 

ropes course, zipline, bouldering room, hikes, 

nature activities, canoeing, hay rides, games, 

sports, archaeology, rockets, disc golf, kay-

aking, biking, tours, displays and activities 

that highlight the “second season” (non-

summer) things going on at camp, great food, 

worship, presentations, and MORE! The best 

part.... EVERYTHING IS FREE & there will 

be special summer camp discounts for NEW 

campers & for registered campers who bring 

friends who are NEW to Lutherlyn! Join us 

on Saturday, May 10th for a GREAT day at 

camp! 

11:00am – Worship in the Amphitheater 

Noon-3:30pm – FREE Lunch 

Noon-4:00pm – TONS of ACTIVITIES!! 

4:00-4:30pm – Campfire 

     Please help us spread the word about this 

great event! YOU are our best way of reach-

ing people who have never been to camp be-

fore! If you would like postcards to distribute 

to friends, please let us know. 

    2013 was a great year for the Adventure Program! With over 

2,800 participants, we definitely got the chance to provide 

some life changing adventures!  But we didn’t spend the entire 

year playing; we added onto our low ropes course, improved 

our climbing program, and began working on several new pro-

grams. 

    We were able to construct several 

new low ropes elements that are already 

seeing lots of use by school groups.  

These new elements are the” King’s 

Finger” and the 

“Initiative Wall”.  We also relocated and re-

built our “Mohawk Walk” and “Stargate” 

elements.  Check them out beside the Dining 

Hall during your next visit to Lutherlyn!  In 

addition to these larger projects, we took 

some time to revitalize the rest of our low 

ropes course.  New mulch was added to all 

areas, wooden structures were cleaned and 

painted, and brush was cleared! 

    Another great addition to our program this year was the pur-

chase of rock climbing shoes.  These shoes have soft and 

sticky rubber that greatly improves any rock climbing experi-

ence.  These shoes are used onsite on our climbing wall, climb-

ing chimney, and in our bouldering room as well as offsite 

climbing locations.  We are planning to purchase several more 

pairs this coming spring so we have sizes to offer most people! 

    In late June of 2013 we received a very generous donation 

of bicycles from the City of Arnold, PA. These bicycles were 

fixed and made available for use by our summer staff and fam-

ily campers.  These bikes were much appreciated and a true 

blessing! 

    Several years ago, a GPS tour of Lutherlyn was put into 

place; however it saw very minimal use due to the expanse of 

the course.  This year saw a refurbishment of this course, and 

also got gears turning in our heads.  Have you ever heard of 

Geo-caching?  Next time you are at Lutherlyn ask us about our 

progress! 

    This fall we began working on a new mountain bike park, 

located between the lakes.  This bike park will serve to teach 

basic mountain biking skills, and hopefully we will be able to 

expand it so that it will become a fun place for people of all 

abilities to play and practice.  We are hoping to have some 

simple obstacles completed by the end of spring 2014, and 

continue expanding on the park from there.  If 

you feel the desire to come help with the con-

struction, please call the office and let us know 

when you will be here! 

    At the beginning of summer we built our 

very own slackline! A slackline is a piece of 

flat webbing material that is pulled taught be-

tween two anchors, and then people walk on it! 

It was used every week this summer for our 

Wednesday night games and was a massive hit! Ask to use it 

next time you come for a retreat or camp…you are bound to 

love it! 

    As you can see, it was a great year for Lutherlyn’s Adven-

ture Program.  If you would like to be up to date on current 

adventure program offerings, please like our Facebook page, 

“Lutherlyn Adventures”, and check the website regularly.  See 

you soon! 

Alex Hileman ~ Director of Adventure Programs 

LUTHERLYN ADVENTURE PROGRAM 

Winter Tea UFO Retreat Spring Work Day 

Halloween Family Fun 

CampBlast 

Quilt Show Golf Outing 

Flavius & Denise Brins-

field of Dragon Run Forge 

and Livery were the recipi-

ents of the 2013 Corner-

stone Award. Thank you 

Denise & Flavius for ALL 

that you do for camp! 
Advent Retreat 
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Office 

-pens & pencils 

-Post-It notes 

-copy paper 

-cardstock 

-paperclips 

-scotch tape 

-masking tape 

-glue sticks 

-scissors 

-thumb tacks 

-permanent markers 

-new 3-ring binders 

-new easels and paper pads 

-Bibles  

Crafts 

-tacky glue 

-scissors (adult & kids) 

-pony beads 

-seed beads 

-tempera paint 

-embroidery floss 

-new markers 

-new colored pencils 

-paint brushes 

-yarn 

-construction paper 

-colored tissue paper 

-glue 

-baby food jars 

 

Stables 

-sub compact tractor with 

front loader 

-artificial flowers & bushes 

-iron jump cups 

-new helmets 

-pony reins 

-fly spray & fly masks 

-small pony western girth 

-boots 

-joint supplements 

-multivitamin supplements 

-cat food 

-cat flea & tick treatments 

-small pick-up truck 

-2 electric golf carts ($3000 each) 

-Reliable mini van or SUV (for program 

use)** 

-replace welcome mats at cabins (30 X 

$15) 

 

**Lutherlyn relies on donated vehicles 

for Summer Day Camp Teams and pro-

gram use. If you are ready to get rid of a 

used vehicle that is still road-worthy; 

please consider a donation to Lutherlyn 

that is tax deductable!  

(NEW vehicle donations welcomed too!) 

Maintenance/Housekeeping 

WISH LISTS 

Lutherlyn has over 2,000 

“likes” on Facebook! Check 

out Lutherlyn on Facebook 

for the daily  “Past Photo of 

the Day” and the most current 

happenings at camp!   

Environmental Education 

-Rain coats for kids 

-Riding mower or small tractor (for haul-

ing compost) 

-Winter coats for kids 

-Winter gloves and hats for kids and 

adults 

-8 ounce “Cool-whip” containers 

Volunteers & Skilled Labor 

We often have projects that could use volunteers with specific skills (painting, electri-

cal work, carpentry, construction). If you have a trade or specific skill that you are 

willing to share with Lutherlyn, please let us know. Our schedule can be flexible to 

accommodate your availability.  

We also have projects that do not require much skill but need people willing to dedi-

cate their time. Individuals and groups are always helpful in completing these tasks.  

Did you know that the Lutherlyn  

Environmental Education Program... 
-reaches 5,000 – 6,000 students a year? 

-averages 96 students per day in April, 

May, and the first week of June?  

-has schools that have attended annually 

for over 20 years? 

-has made over 240 gallons of maple 

syrup since 1994? 

-teaches over 150 stream studies a year?  

-has an incredibly knowledgeable staff of 

12 educators? 

LEEP Director Receives 

Award from Thiel College 
  Todd Garcia-Bish, Director of 

Lutherlyn’s Environmental Educa-

tion Program was presented with the 

“Leadership in Environmental Edu-

cation” Award from Thiel College.  

Thiel presents the award as part of 

its Earth Week celebration in April.  

The award was given in recognition 

of Todd’s commitment to environ-

mental education and stewardship. 

Congratulations Todd!  

EcoTheology in Northern Appalachia 
   For the second consecutive year, Lutherlyn hosted a one-week immersion course spon-

sored by the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  The course was taught by Dr. 

Gilson Waldkoenig, a professor at Gettysburg (and former Lutherlyn staff member).  He was 

assisted by Todd Garcia-Bish, LEEP’s Director.   

    The course included a hike to Trinity Pines which focused on the history of extractive in-

dustries in Northern Appalachia, a tour of Terra Dei Homestead, trips to Allegheny National 

Forest and the Laurel Highlands, and kayaking on the Allegheny River.  The seminar gave 

students an inside look at the conflicts defined by the environmental and economic issues 

facing communities and churches. 

    The next EcoTheology course is tentatively planned for June 2015. 

Lutherans Restoring Creation 
  The Lutherlyn Environmental Education Program helped kick-off the for-

mation of Lutherans Restoring Creation (LRC) chapters in the Northwest 

PA and Southwest PA synods. LRC is a grassroots movement promoting 

creation care in the ELCA.  The April event brought Lutherans from 

throughout western PA together to discuss creation care and how to organ-

ize on a synod and congregational level to foster creation stewardship.  

The event included a screening of “Chasing Ice,” a critically-acclaimed 

documentary.   

  Lutherlyn is also participating in LRC’s Energy Stewards Initiative.  This 

program is designed for congregations and outdoor ministries.  Through 

this program Lutherlyn should be able to reduce its energy costs, lower its 

carbon footprint, and save money for other ministry opportunities. 

  Congregations or individuals interested in finding out more about LRC 

and its programs can learn more at www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org.   

Those interested in being part of Lutherans Restoring Creation on a con-

gregational or synodical level can contact the LEEP office. 

More Solar Panels Added at Terra Dei Homestead 
  Terra Dei Homestead is now almost 100% solar-powered!  This fall Blue 

Roof Farms installed a 4.6-kilowatt grid-interactive photovoltaic system at 

Terra Dei.  The system includes twenty multi-crystalline solar modules 

and micro-inverters.  The array is replacing the 5-kilowatt wind turbine 

that used to stand to the west of Chapel Hill.  With the price of solar equip-

ment coming down markedly, it made sense to replace that power genera-

tion capacity with the new solar array. 
2012 EcoTheology Class New Solar Panels at Terra Dei 
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Director’s Notebook 

Be Involved Year-Round 
    One question that is often raised when speaking to someone about working in out-

door ministry is “So, you work at a camp… what do you do when the summer is over?”  

Often times, it is hard to resist holding back a small chuckle before answering. 

    The reality is, Lutherlyn is truly a year-round ministry.  Lutherlyn was merely a 

“warm seasons” camp until the 1970’s when select buildings were winterized.  Luther-

lyn made a huge leap in its ability to host year-round programming with the construc-

tion of the new dining hall and twenty new cabins.  Along with summer camp, Luther-

lyn now is full with retreats, field trips, events, and rental groups in every month of the 

year. 

    Our need for financial support also stretches throughout the entire year.  We are 

thankful for our large family of dedicated supporters who help us through their gener-

ous gifts.  The faithful and consistent giving of these friends provides us with our abil-

ity to give children the opportunity to experience Life-Changing Adventures in Faith. 

    You may only come to Lutherlyn once or twice throughout the year or you may not 

have the opportunity to visit us but once every few years.  Still, there is a way you can 

be involved in what we do here every day by becoming a monthly donor. 

    Being a monthly donor to Lutherlyn is a powerful way to show your commitment to 

the mission of Lutherlyn.  Giving a little each month through an automatic credit card 

or checking account deduction makes a significant impact on the campers we serve. 

    Some benefits of participating in the Monthly Recurring Donation program include:  

Your Gift will be Automatic - Instead of having to remember to send a check or drop 

off your donation, you only need to complete one form and we will do the rest of the 

work for you! 

You Can Join, Cancel, or Adjust at Any Time- You are not obligated to continue 

your commitment any longer than you would like. Simply contact us and we will begin, 

cancel, adjust or even place a hold on your account. 

You Can Take a Break From Writing Big Checks- Now you can determine how 

much you want to give at the beginning of the year and distribute it evenly throughout 

the entire year. 

Trinity Pines Club Membership is Now Easier Than Ever- A monthly gift of only 

$10.00 is more than enough to guarantee your Trinity Pines Club Membership each 

year! 

You Will Expand Your Giving Potential- Even though giving monthly generally is a 

much smaller amount on a per gift basis, the aggregate amount that is given over the 

course of a year almost always adds up to more than the average one-time gift amount. 

    Please take a moment and consider your monthly giving potential to Lutherlyn.  

Your commitment will enable you to make the maximum impact on this ministry and 

help us to continue to provide those we serve with quality programs and facilities well 

into the future.   

    If you are interested in starting a monthly donation profile, please feel free to contact 

Ryan, Development Director at 724-865-2161 or visit www.lutherlyn.com/monthly.  

E.E.K! 
    Wow, it seems that it was just the other 

day that I sat in my office with Mir 

Youngquist-Thurow as she contemplated 

her master’s thesis in environmental edu-

cation at Slippery Rock University, but it 

was …1986.  The result of that meeting 

was L.E.E.P. (Lutherlyn Environmental 

Education Program), a module-based envi-

ronmental education program built around 

the requirements of the PA Dept. of Edu-

cation’s Office of Environmental Educa-

tion and designed to be capable of offering 

classroom teachers hands-on experiences 

for their classroom curriculum. 

    In 1988, Russ and Sue Morrow, who 

were connected with the McCosky Center 

at Slippery Rock University and its per-

maculture program, presented themselves  

at camp one day and indicated their inter-

est in helping us develop the concept on 

our site.  That led to an herb garden behind 

the dining hall and to a group of students 

from Slippery Rock doing a micro-climate 

study and a permaculture plan for a three 

acre homestead at Lutherlyn.  That’s as far 

as it went at that time. 

    The Eberly Environmental Education 

Center was begun in 1988 and dedicated in 

‘89 with the first schools arriving in Sep-

tember as a part of LEEP. 

    Mir completed her environmental edu-

cation degree in 1990 having developed or 

adapted nearly 60 modules, attracted and 

trained teachers, and launched one of the 

most flexible and useful E.E. programs in 

Pennsylvania and maybe anywhere.   

    Meanwhile, in yet another converging 

plot line, Todd Bish was growing up as a 

Lutherlyn camper and matured that con-

nection as he served as a summer coun-

selor in 1987 and ‘88, and as a unit leader 

from 1990-95.  He began working for Mir 

on her LEEP teaching staff during the 

school year in the spring of 1990.  

    Todd completed his masters degree in 

environmental science and began his work 

at Luther Memorial Camp in Ohio during 

their EE season in 1992-93.  

    He joined the Lutherlyn EE staff full-

time as the Director of Applied Environ-

mental Science in the fall of 1993 to com-

plement Mir’s position as Director of En-

vironmental Education. He immediately 

went to work on the permaculture plan and 

planted the garden and some fruit and nut 

trees on the homestead site.  Summer 

campers still work in that garden and its 

bounty comes to our salad bar throughout 

the summer.   

    We began to consider our options for a 

house on that site.  We had started recy-

cling cabin roofs as we replaced the block 

cabins in main camp.  Recycling made 

sense in our approach to a project designed 

to demonstrate sustainability.  At the time, 

the McCosky Center was building a barn 

that included one straw bale and plaster 

demonstration wall.   Russ and Sue 

brought us insights into the advantages of 

straw bale construction and we decided to 

build with straw.  Todd took on the pro-

ject, finalized the design, secured the fund-

ing and we were under construction. 

    I always liked to say that Mir was the 

director of the “wild side” of our program 

and Todd the director of the “domestic 

side”.  This dichotomy is another impor-

tant strength of our program since one side 

educates students about the natural world 

and the other teaches them ways that we 

can live in harmony with nature. 

    Mir and Todd worked together for 3 

years before she and her husband Randy 

(RJ, our assistant director) left Lutherlyn 

to take their skills and energy to North 

Carolina, in 1996.  Todd then stepped into 

the Director of EE position where he has 

served ever since.   

    Todd and Shayne Garcia were married 

in 1995 and became the first residents of 

the first straw bale house in Pennsylvania, 

Terra Dei Homestead, when it was com-

pleted in 1996. 

    Heath Gamaché joined the staff in 1997 

as the Assistant Director of EE and did 

much over his ten year tenure to raise the 

visibility of the program. He secured 

grants for wind and solar power generation 

at Terra Dei and the construction of the 

Acid Mine Mitigation Project. This project 

cleaned up the discharge of an old coal 

mine on camp property and helped remove 

Semiconon Run from the PA List of Im-

paired Waters.   

    Kathy Price and Laura DeYoung joined 

the teaching staff in 1990 and 2001, re-

spectively.  Both have continued to be part 

of our year-around staff.  Kathy teaches, 

handles logistics, builds displays, works in 

the garden and manages our teaching re-

sources.  Laura teaches and is our resident 

archaeologist, overseeing the excavation of 

the Venango Trail Homestead and the In-

dian Cave. 

    In 2012, Todd was named Outstanding 

Environmental Educator by the PA Asso-

ciation of Environmental Educators.  This 

year Thiel College gave him a Leadership 

in Environmental Education award.  He is 

a teacher, consultant, and collaborator with 

the Rev. Gil Waldkoenig of Gettysburg 

Seminary in teaching a class for the semi-

nary called “EcoTheology” which is con-

ducted at Lutherlyn. 

    So here we are today in the 25th autumn 

of LEEP.  It’s a good time to reflect on the 

history of this great program which is 

stronger than ever, but it is also important 

to consider its future.  Programs that teach 

young people about our natural world by 

getting them outside have never been more 

important.  As our youth spend increasing 

numbers of hours indoors with computers, 

as childhood obesity continues to be a 

problem, and as glacial ice continues 

shrinking in the shadow of global 

“weirding”, getting kids outdoors, helping 

them learn to understand and appreciate 

their amazing planet and to care about it, is 

critical.  Stewardship of the earth – care of 

the earth – is our first biblical imperative.  

LEEP has been faithful to that mandate for 

25 years and I expect that it will be for 

many years to come. 

I want to support Lutherlyn: 
Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of: 

 

[   ] $50  [   ] $100  [   ] $25  [   ] $500  [   ] Other $____________  

 

Name___________________________________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone____________________ E-Mail_________________________________ 
 

[  ] In Memory of_________________________________________________ 
 

[  ] In Honor of____________________________________________________ 
 

Please send notification of my gift to: 
 

Name___________________________________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________________________________ 
 

City_____________________State_______Zip__________________________ 
 

 

Please make checks payable to:  Lutherlyn 

I want more information about: 
[   ] Summer Camp  [   ] Retreats and Events  [   ] Volunteering 

  [   ] Serving as an Ambassador  [   ] Day Camp  [   ] Family Camp 

 [   ] Renting Lutherlyn’s facilities   [   ] Monthly Giving  

 [   ] Other: _________________  

 

Name___________________________________________________________ 
 

Address__________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone____________________ E-Mail_________________________________ 

For more information or to make a donation to Lutherlyn, please complete the 

coupon below and mail it to:  Lutherlyn, PO Box 355,  Prospect, PA  16052 
Your gift is an investment and a commitment to the future and  

mission of Lutherlyn. 


