
LUTHERLYNLUTHERLYN  
 20182018   WWW.LUTHERLYN.COMWWW.LUTHERLYN.COM  

70th Anniversary Edition70th Anniversary Edition  

Lutherlyn extends the ministry and mission of Jesus Christ,  
by inviting all people to engage the Word of God, one another  
and themselves in an intentional, challenging, exciting, and fun  
outdoor Christian community centered in the grace of God and  

the goodness of earth and life.  

Welcome to the 70th Anniversary Edition of “Within Lutherlyn.” This issue is  

exciting and different because it was written by YOU! We asked some friends of  

camp to write the articles for this issue. So, here it is—what's going on at  

Lutherlyn from the perspective of some of Lutherlyn’s campers, guests, donors,  

staff, and long-time friends. Enjoy!  

What’s New?  

A SCHOOL?? AT LUTHERLYN?? YES!! 
      

     Almost 2,000 years ago, there was no room in a crowded inn so our King was born 

in a manger.  His followers today have found a room where they can share the story 

and ponder the mystery of the Creator in the best educational environment - the 660 

acres of Lutherlyn! 

     A small group of families led by Tawnya Dilling and Celine Mitchell have a 

dream to give their children the best education through the Montessori Method and 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  They encountered one obstacle after another 

while trying to renovate a building in Mars to make their faith-based Montessori 

school not just a dream but a reality.  When a door is closed, God often opens gates 

wider than one can imagine.  Thanks to the kind welcome and hospitality of Deb and 

the Lutherlyn Board of Directors, Good Shepherd Montessori Center has found a 

home in the beautiful new building near the Shaulis Village originally intended to be 

an art gallery.   

     The elementary children in grades 1-5 look forward to days filled with  

Montessori math materials which often include colored beads or cubes, LEEP  

adventures with Holly, Equestrian activities for phys. ed., language works which 

could include writing and creating a puppet show, lots of nature walks, and  

gathering for communal prayer to give thanks and praise to God for all these  

abundant gifts they experience each and every day!  Sometimes the children even 

spontaneously burst into a joyful song! 

     Our primary group (ages 3-6) meets with Miss Patti for nature discoveries on 

long walks, for learning about ponies, and discovering math beads and sand paper 

letters which will soon lead to reading, writing, and arithmetic.  But in the  

meantime, we are building a community where families grow in faith as they grow 

in relationship with each other and with God. The Good Shepherd calls his sheep by 

name... He called us to this amazing nature center where the children see His beauty 

and peace all around.  Montessori education stresses the importance of the  

environment.  We never imagined that we could begin a Christian Montessori Center 

in such a wonderful setting with so many supportive staff! 

     Lutherlyn truly is a "God-given place!"  Thank you Lutherlyn for opening your 

gate, your beautiful building, and your staff to our adventure for Christian  

Montessori education.   

    Tawnya & Celine 

    The Good Shepherd Montessori Center 
    goodshepherdmontessoricenter@gmail.com 

Deacon Deb Roberts was installed as the  

Executive Director of Lutherlyn on Dec. 2nd, 

2017. See “The Director’s Notebook” on the back 

page of this newsletter for more details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deb, Mary & Frank Baker, Pastor Joel Benson  

BAKER CHAPEL 
      

The Baker Chapel (formerly known as the  

Worship and Music Center) is just about finished! 

The interior and the bathrooms are done and it was 

used for Deb’s installation as the Executive  

Director. This unique and beautiful space will be a 

great blessing to many for worship services,  

weddings, concerts, performances, and other spirituality-based retreats/events.  

Path lights, landscaping, and signage will be completed throughout 2018.  Thank you to 

everyone that contributed towards this wonderful worship space.  

Prior to its 

completion, 

Baker Chapel 

housed a  

temporary 

Prayer  

Labyrinth 

created  

with sand. 

CORE PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

The Lutherlyn Board of Directors met in March of 2017 and developed Lutherlyn’s Core Purpose Statement.  

 

“I get to be myself at camp!”  

“I learned that God 
loves me and is with 
me…. no matter what!” 

“My children came home so true to the people they are.” 

“Your program reached all 3 of my children at  
varying levels of living their faith.” 

“Camp taught me  
patience and kindness.” 

“The best thing about this 
week was how I connected 

with God.” 



Summer Camp  
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SUMMER STAFF SEARCH  
If you or someone you know is interested in serving God, 
making a difference in the lives of campers, being part of a 
Christian community, and having a great time with lots of 

kids, please check out the “employment” section of  
lutherlyn.com or contact the camp office!   

LIFE-CHANGING ADVENTURES IN FAITH! 

    Young Folks is great! You get to swim in a lake and play gaga ball.  
    Gaga ball is fun and so is Lutherlyn!                           Haaken, age 8 

LUTHERLYN DAY CAMP 
 

     It would be impossible to justly evaluate our week of Day Camp on a short evaluation form. This 

week of Lutherlyn Day Camp was transformational in so many ways.  

     Starting with the staff. They were upbeat, courteous, and deeply kind. Upon meeting them on  

Sunday night, I was excited to be a part of this program right away. As I had the honor of getting to 

know Sarah, Sam, and Angela during the week, I was gifted with seeing their deep faith and their  

unstoppable love for our children. The staff treated each kid with kindness, patience, dignity, and 

grace. They were relentlessly positive and able to incorporate all of the children into a close-knit  

community of faith by the end of the week. Proof of this came on the evening of the program for the 

parents when the youngest child played a lead part in one of the skits. She was sensational! Sam,  

Angela, and Sarah took the time to nurture even the youngest of kids and never lost track of the larger 

group. We could not have asked for better staff! 

     The best part of the week was how infectious the spirit of Christ became in the kids, the volunteers, 

and the parents that picked up and dropped off their kids every day. As the children talked more and 

more about the fun they were having, I saw a transformation in the parents as well. More than half of 

the children were from outside of our congregation; they either attended other churches  or do not 

currently attend church. By the end of the program for parents on Thursday night, everyone had made 

new friends and the parents were surprised and thankful for such a positive week. Day Camp gave us 

an opportunity to connect with neighbors and build relationships that we would not have been able to 

do otherwise. We even have some parents already asking about Lutherlyn Summer Camp for next 

summer, which we will continue to “talk up” and support with as much energy as we can! The  

absolute best part was how visibly the children grew in their faith in such a short time.  

     The worst part of the week, and I am being honest, is that it came to an end. I cannot find any  

critique of the staff, the program, the way that the Gospel was presented, or the way we spent our time 

every day. Having been deeply involved for many years in community VBS programs, that is saying a 

lot! Three Lutherlyn counselors and a trunk full of stuff easily trumps the most extravagant VBS  

program, with all of its bells and whistles. I was only scheduled to be a helper all day on Wednesday 

but, except for a few brief times that I was called to the office, I ended up spending all of my time 

every day with the staff and the campers. The love of Jesus this program reveals sucked me in and I 

was not able to tear myself away. Now, I may never get “River of Life” or “Crazy Moose” out of my 

head after this week, so maybe that is the worst thing that happened? I can surely live with that! We 

have already begun plans for next year! 

     Lutherlyn Day Camp is an amazing program and we are very glad that we decided to participate. I 

wish you all blessings and peace from our Lord Jesus, to strengthen you all through this next year.  
 

     With great gratitude, 

              Pastor Brian Riddle  

     St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Cambridge Springs 

Lutherlyn is one of my favorite things to 
do in summer.  I was recently a Night 

Owl.  Being a Night Owl gave me a chance 
to see what is going on at night.  Once I 
even got to stay up til 6:30!  CJ, age 10 

     This summer was the second time I attended a week of Classic Juniors. I like Classic  

Juniors the best because you get a bit of every adventure.  It was the best week of my entire 

year.  We drove all the way from Connecticut so I could go to camp. My counselor, John, was 

the greatest because he was always happy and ready for adventure. He made sure we all felt 

right at home. The best part of each day was when we went and did adventures as a cabin. And 

each night, we had a worship but it was not like church because it was a lot more fun and  

interactive. The best places at camp are the woods, the Craft Cabin, and the gaga pit. Also, I 

love the food at camp!  On Friday night, we all put candles in a cross and learned to let our 

light shine when we left camp.  I still let my light shine by being a leader and always trying to 

be kind and helpful.  When I get older I want to be counselor at camp – I can’t wait!   

But until then, I will keep coming back each summer.      Ian, age 10  

 

     Every summer I look forward to going to Camp Lutherlyn. As a 

camper you get to have fun, make new friends, learn, and grow a  

relationship with God. Every day you get to worship God and have some 

fun in the end with a campfire! There are many fun games to play like 

gaga, foursquare, wall climbing, kick ball, and so much more. Make sure 

you bring your swim trunks for the lake and pool to have some fun! You 

also get to sit with your cabin and talk about how God is in your life. 

The most meaningful part of camp is the last day when we all head to the 

amphitheater. We have worship and your counselors tell you personally 

what they saw in you that week. Whether they say you’re brave, kind, 

honest, or funny, they’ll always tell you the truth. It’s something that will 

be in your heart forever. I wish that all kids could come to Lutherlyn and 

have the same experience that I had.                       Gavin, age 11 

CONFIRMATION CAMP 
 

     My first introduction to confirmation camp took place in 9th grade.  I had just moved to 

Warren and attended First Lutheran Church, who took all of their 8th-10th grade youth to 

Lutherlyn for confirmation camp.  Back then, I never really thought about the purpose of going 

to camp but I did know I was grateful for the experience.   

     While working on Lutherlyn’s staff, I had the opportunity to view confirmation camp from 

a counselor’s point of view.  The dedication of the pastoral and teaching staff impressed me.  It 

was neat to see the interaction between pastors and teens in a setting outside of the church 

building.  I remember talking to some of my campers and they told me they enjoyed coming to 

camp because they got to see their pastor as a “regular person.”   

     Now that I’m on the planning/teaching side of confirmation camp, I realize the purpose of 

why we come to Lutherlyn for confirmation camp: to create an intentional Christian  

community where everyone feels safe and where the love of God is shown and grown.   

Confircamp is an opportunity for youth to get out of their comfort zone, meet new people, 

grow in their faith by experiencing God’s love, learn about the Lutheran tradition, and be part 

of something bigger than themselves – God’s kingdom.   

     Although confircamp has changed its format over the years (we now offer a leadership 

training component for students already confirmed), we still study Luther’s Small Catechism, 

his life, and the church.   Sure, we could do this in our home congregations, but having a  

setting like Lutherlyn to learn and play and create that intentional Christian community makes 

the confirmation process much more personal and life-changing.   

Pastor Jeff Ewing, First Lutheran Church, Warren  

Family Camp at Lutherlyn 2017 with my mother, Merab Drennen, and the rest 

of my family was a wonderful nostalgic experience.  It was a chance to recall 

many amazing life-changing experiences when I was a camper in the 1980s. It 

was an opportunity to learn about my grandparents’ vision for the camp (Russell 

& Ruth Steininger). It was an occasion to discover from many longtime family 

campers how Lutherlyn has been a treasured part of their lives.   It was an  

uplifting time to learn from experienced pastors and young counselors.  It was a 

time to rejoice at the growth of the camp and see many great new changes, and a 

time to relish the many things that remain constant at Lutherlyn including the 

smell of the woods, the song of the birds, the beauty of the trails, the  

nourishment found in worship, the contentment found in a campfire, and the 

Christian fellowship found all around the camp from the dining hall, to the craft 

cabin, to the camp store.  

Many thanks to all that have loved and nurtured Lutherlyn through the years so 

that it may continue to enlighten and enrich the lives of many in the future.

                  Kristin Drennen Brant 

Night Owls  POOL PARTY! Gaga ball 

The Drennen Family at Family Camp 
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Equestrian Center & Adventure 
Shout Out to You – to You Scooping the Poo 

 

     Running a horse farm is hard work.  It takes dedication and time.  It is not just a job, but rather a lifestyle.  

The horse’s needs cannot be paused or put off for a nicer day.   If the fence needs to be fixed – you do it; it 

doesn’t matter if it is zero degrees out, dark, raining, or 25 minutes after you already told your spouse you would 

be leaving to come home (my husband really is a saint when it comes to this). I don’t need a pat on the back  

because I love every wet, cold, rainy moment of it! 

     When speaking with guests I often hear “I don’t know how you do it,” which always leads me to think about 

all of the folks who have given up their time and money to help make the Lutherlyn Equestrian Center work, and 

I realize it isn’t me who “does it all” - it is them.  Those people make it happen.  It is the volunteers who spend 

hours in the cold shoveling, stacking hay, clearing trails, mowing, sweeping – the list is endless. And then there 

are the folks who I can call and ask for help, and they say yes without even thinking about it. They make it  

happen, or call their friends who make it happen. Those people help make more connections in our community.  

Then there are our donors who support us with financial and in-kind gifts.  The folks who come to me and say 

“What do you need?”  You have no idea how blessed the Lutherlyn Equestrian Center is to have these amazing 

people supporting it.  This program relies on your kindness and generosity.  If you think your bag of cat food 

isn’t important – we have five little friends who say otherwise.  So thank you all for supporting the Lutherlyn 

Equestrian Center. 

     Once again, the Lutherlyn Equestrian Center is exceptionally blessed.  As if the indoor arena and the amazing 

lighting that were added last year were not enough of a recent gift – this year feels special.  We have long needed 

a tractor. We had a donor come forward and bless our program with this much needed equipment.  Our lovely 

Farmall joined the team late summer and with it came many useful attachments.  We received a donation of a 

horse trailer this year that gives us the ability to haul our elder pony ride horses to main camp, provides a vehicle 

in case of a medical emergency, and allows us to take members of our 4-H club to local shows.  Cashel donated 

enough fly masks for our entire herd. Our barn dance was a great success and a lot of fun!  We raised almost 

enough money to get electricity and lights in the box stall barn that was built 7 years ago.  Recently a donor has 

come forward and offered to cover the remaining amount needed AND purchase the much needed heated water 

buckets for the animals.   

     I feel like the list of blessings could just keep going.  Each and every person that has given their time or  

money to the Lutherlyn Equestrian Center has given us the ability to impact other people’s lives.  The gift of 

horses is nothing short of a miracle for some – thank you for lifting this program up so it can make a difference 

in the lives of our riders. 

     Reach out to me if you wish to be involved; there is literally NO SKILL that will be turned away.  We have 

many needs here, and our volunteers are the most important part of our success!    

                    Carla Babcock—Equestrian Program Director 

Thoughts from a Volunteer 
Through many winters and summers my favorite place to be 

has always been the Lutherlyn Equestrian Center. I’ve had so 

many memorable moments at this place and it has become my 

home away from home. I started taking lessons when I was 

eleven from Carla in a homeschool gym class.  After that first 

gym class I was hooked and started taking private lessons.  

Being homeschooled I was able to spend extra time at the 

barn and was able to learn so much from Carla in caring for 

the horses and volunteering at the barn. It has enriched my life 

in teaching me responsibility, compassion, perseverance, and 

patience. I’ve volunteered helping with Girl Scouts, summer 

camps, CampBlast, pony rides, homeschool gym class, work 

days, fundraisers, and working at the barn caring for the  

horses.  I truly enjoy working for these wonderful people who 

dedicate so much of their time to helping kids to learn and 

help them grow in their riding careers. I’m so glad to be a part 

of Lutherlyn and the many wonderful events and experiences 

that this place has to offer.              By Sarah, Age 16       

Site and Facility: 

Golf Cart for Nurses (prefer electric) 

6-foot white plastic tables – Lifetime brand (need 16) 

50-foot outdoor extension cords (need 10) 

Multi-plug power strips (need 10) 

Flatware (knives, forks, spoons) – no real silver 

New or gently used vacuum cleaner for Fireside Room 

Reliable mini vans or SUVs with current inspection  

Reliable 4 wheel drive pick-up truck with inspection 

Truckloads of 2A limestone (for roads and paths) 

Home Depot, Lowes, and Walmart Gift Cards 

New work gloves (men’s, women’s, and children’s sizes) 

New or like-new washers and dryers 

Painter’s Tape (blue) – 1 inch and 2 inch wide 

 

Office: 

Forever stamps 

Pens & pencils 

Dry erase markers and erasers 

Copy paper 

White cardstock 

Paperclips 

Masking tape 

Scissors 

Permanent markers 

New easels and paper pads 

 

Summer Program: 

Pony beads 

Seed beads 

Embroidery floss / Friendship bracelet string 

New washable markers 

New colored pencils 

Paint brushes 

Construction paper 

Colored tissue paper 

Glue sticks 

New fishing rods – kid friendly (need 10) 

Desktop printer/copier for the Health Hut 

New or gently used laptop for the Health Hut 

New jar candles  

Equestrian Center: 

Shop Vac (around 15 gallons) 

Electric Air Compressor 

Rubber mats for stalls 

Water proof sheets of all sizes 

Water proof blankets of all sizes 

Size 13, 14, 15 mens boots 

Size 10 & 11 girls boots 

Fly spray & fly masks 

Dressage saddle 

Horse Joint supplements 

Horse Multivitamin supplements 

Cat Food 

Cat flea & tick treatment 

 

Environmental Education Program: 

Kids & Adult rain coats 

Riding mower or small tractor (for hauling compost) 

NEW 8x10 tarps 

Kids and adult winter gloves 

8 oz. “cool whip” containers 

Vis-à-vis wet erase markers 

 

Special Events that Benefit Camperships: 

Handmade bed-size quilts for Quilt Auctions 

Gift Baskets (contact the office for more specifics)  

Monetary Sponsors 

 

Volunteers: 

Skilled volunteers to hang drywall in cabins 

Skilled volunteers for demolition of old cabins 

Someone with video/editing skills to make promo video(s)  

Help maintain flower beds and Amphitheater 

Assistants to help during therapeutic riding lessons  

Clearing hiking and riding trails 

Event volunteers  

General maintenance help 

General cleaning help 

General office help 

Nurses to help for a week in the summer or on Sundays in 

the summer during check-in  

WISH LIST 
Every item that is donated to Lutherlyn saves camp from needing to purchase it, which directs 

more money towards getting kids to camp. Thank you for your support!  

LUTHERLYN ADVENTURE PROGRAM 
 

     First and foremost, I want to thank all the donors, participants, 

volunteers, and campers that took advantage of adventure  

programming at Lutherlyn over the past year. 2017 was an  

excellent year for the Adventure Program at Lutherlyn.  

     Our yearly programming was extended to many different 

groups. Throughout the course of the school year, we hosted  

numerous team building field trips that helped students focus on 

the importance of cooperation, effective communication, trust, and 

respect. We also worked with many other groups to challenge 

themselves on our high ropes course, low challenge course, and 

group challenge activities. We look forward to extending our  

programming to more groups in 2018. 

     Our summer camp season was a great success with hundreds of 

campers participating in low challenge courses, high ropes  

activities, canoeing and kayaking, mountain biking, and archery. 

Among the highlights of this summer was the expansion of our  

Adventurers program into a second level. This camp is designed 

for those who have participated in the Level 1 Adventurers  

program and are interested in spending more time off-site engaging 

in outdoor recreation. This summer we spent time biking on the 

Great Allegheny Passage, caving at Laurel Caverns, hiking around  

Ohiopyle State Park, and learning how to rappel at McConnell’s 

Mill. In 2018, we will be offering two weeks of “Adventurers  

Level 2” as well as a special version of Level 1 called 

“Adventurers Outpost” that will camp out in tents at the Rustic 

Retreat Campground at Lutherlyn for the entire week.  

     During the fall, I had the opportunity to travel to Project  

Adventure in Beverly, MA to attend an Advanced Skills and  

Standards training, which taught best practices for challenge course 

facilitation. While there, I also took the Association for Challenge 

Course Technology’s Practitioner exam, which I passed and am 

now certified as a Level 2 Challenge Course Practitioner. I look 

forward to applying the skills and knowledge I gained to better 

serve all campers and visitors.  

     We have also been working on adding to the Adventure  

Program through physical construction and programming options. 

By the end of summer 2017 we had completed some new features 

in the Recreation Building’s Bouldering Room and built a new low 

challenge course element entitled “Muse.”  

     Looking forward to 2018, we are hoping to update some of our 

old low challenge course elements and construct a new high ropes 

element. Be sure to come to camp to check it out!  

Looking forward to an awesome upcoming season, 

Timothy Bock 

Adventure Program Director 
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Gifts made between 1-1-2016 and 12-31-2016 

2016 Trinity Pines Club 
 

Shaulis Society ($10,000 Lifetime) 
Ray & Lucille Allen 

Lynn & Nancy Alstadt 

Craig & Dawn Andersson 

Anonymous Donors 

Alberta Armitage 

Gordie & Polly Bachman 

Kathleen & Brian Bacik 

Frank & Mary Baker 

Donald & JoAnne Bauman 

George & Sheila Beck 

George Bennitt & Debby Miller-Bennitt 

Rev. Kirk Bish 

Timothy Bish Esq. 

W. Gerald & Carolyn Blaney 

Rev. Judith Boal 

Leslie Boehmer & Kirk Morrison 

Evelyn Booth 

Jeff & Kathy Bost 

Robert & Courtney Bost 

Jack & Joan Brown 

Harry Burns & Patricia Wirth 

James & Rosemary Clarke 

Roger Claypoole 

Terrance Clever 

Ron & Laura Coombs 

Reldon Cooper 

James & Jeanette Cunningham 

Paul & Cindy Curran 

Wetauna Cypher 

Merab Drennen 

Dick & Violet Dunmyre 

Ronald Eslinger 

Roger & Catherine Fischer 

Charles & Patricia Flach 

Charles & Gretchen Fleischer 

Curtis & Sally Frank 

George Fritz 

Charles & Johanna Fuellgraf 

Kathy & Paul Gaberson 

Rev. Randal & Tracy Gullickson 

Nancy Headrick 

Jeff & Sandy Heasley 

Theodore & Gloria Hines 

Estate of Homer Bollen 

Andy & Amy Huffman 

Dusty & Kolette Johnson 

Gregory & Ellen Jordan 

Robert & Terri Landers 

Mario & Susan Lanna 

Francis & Darlene Laube 

John & Betty Sue Lehew 

Roger & Martha D. Luppold 

W. Pete & Amy MacKay 

Patrick & Elma Maier 

Natalie & Robert McCloskey 

Colleen & Rick McWilliams 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Marianne Miller 

Edward Miller, Jr. & Pam Miller 

Signe Mitchell 

Rev. Larry & Deborah Mort 

Barbara Nakles 

Laird Orr 

Pearl Parnell 

June Piontkowski 

Gwil & Kathy Price 

Bruce & Cathy Randolph 

Deb & Jeff Roberts 

Ed & Elaine Roehling 

Deborah Ross 

Tom and Sandy Rossman 

Keith Runge 

John Schlotter & Heidi Morris 

Judi Seanor 

Rob & Amelia Shillingsburg 

Robert & Emma Shock 

Jeane Smart 

Richard & Barbara Snyder 

Henry & Beverly Suhr 

Jane Ann Suran 

Phyllis J. Taylor 

Gerald & Cheryl Thomas 

Margaret Thompson 

Randy & Susan Tost 

Walt & Janet Treser 

Anna K. Trettel 

C. Reed & Ruth Lee Trimble 

Thomas & Sandra Usher 

David Williams 

James & Barbara Wilson 

 

Director’s Circle: $2,500 + 
Anonymous Donors (2) 

Rev. Kirk Bish 

Dick & Violet Dunmyre 

Joel & Heather Eidbo 

Ted & Donna Fairley 

Joan Ferraro 

Kathy & Paul Gaberson 

GFWC Jr. Women's Club of Butler 

Holy Trinity Lutheran, Chicora 

Estate of Homer Bollen 

Andy & Amy Huffman 

InFaith Community Foundation 

Dusty & Kolette Johnson 

Marburger Farm Dairy 

St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh 

Henry & Beverly Suhr 

The Pittsburgh Foundation 

Thrivent Choice 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Meadville 

Thomas & Sandra Usher 

XTO Energy Inc. 

 

Diamond Circle: $1,000 to $2,499 
Allegheny Mineral Corporation 

Ray & Lucille Allen 

Craig & Dawn Andersson 

Donald & JoAnne Bauman 

George & Sheila Beck 

Jeff & Kathy Bost 

Harry Burns & Patricia Wirth 

Butler Garden Club 

Christ Lutheran Church, Sharon 

Christ Lutheran Church, Duquesne 

Christ's Lutheran Church, Murrysville 

Grace Clarke 

James & Rosemary Clarke 

Claypoole Family Fund,  

              c/o The Pittsburgh Foundation 

Paul & Cindy Curran 

Diehl Toyota of Butler 

Merab Drennan 

Ryan & Amy Ebner 

English Evangelical Lutheran, Zelienople 

Ronald Eslinger 

Faith Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh 

Faith Lutheran Church, Venus 

First English Lutheran Church, Butler 

Forks-Zion Lutheran Church, Leechburg 

Curtis & Sally Frank 

Bill & Elaine Fugate 

Rev. Randal & Tracy Gullickson 

John & Donna Helinski 

James Higgins & Carolyn Walborn 

Mary Ann Hoovler 

Hope Evangelical Lutheran, Cranberry Twp 

Huntington Ingalls Industries 

Roger & Martha D. Luppold 

Bishop Emeritus Donald & Saundra McCoid 

Laura Miller 

Signe Mitchell 

Rev. Larry & Mrs. Deborah Mort 

Mount Lebanon United Lutheran 

Rev. Peter Nordby & Dr. Lisa Hildenbrand 

J. William Rittenhouse  

Deb & Jeff Roberts 

James & Jennifer Robertson 

Deborah Ross 

Tom & Sandy Rossman 

Bill & Laurie Schmidt 

Theresa & Theodore Schroeder 

St. John Lutheran Church, Mars 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church, Butler 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Scottdale 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran, Uniontown 

Jason & Tanya Tost 

Walt and Janet Treser 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Butler 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Gibsonia 

United Way of Allegheny County 

United Way of Butler County 

David Young 

 

Gold Circle: $500 to $999 
Sally Bachovchin-Janocko 

Kathleen & Brian Bacik 

Frank W. & Miriam L. Baker 

Michael & Jacqueline Barber 

Rev. Joel & Mindy Benson 

Amanda & Ty Best 

Timothy & Holly Bock 

Evelyn Booth 

Rev. Mont & Eileen Bowser 

Brighton Heights Lutheran Church 

John & Mary Jo Burglund 

CarCo LLC 

Terrance Clever 

First English Evangelical Lutheran, Pittsburgh 

First Lutheran Church, Rural Valley 

First Lutheran Church, Apollo 

Charles & Patricia Flach 

Charles & Gretchen Fleischer 

Carl Follmer 

Carol Geyer 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran, Monongahela 

Lewis Kirk & Cynthia Klingensmith 

L. Clair & Carroll Klingensmith 

Rev. Kenneth & Susan Laber 

Mario & Susan Lanna 

John & Betty Sue Lehew 

Elma Maier 

Janice Marburger 

John & Pamela McMullan 

Colleen & Rick McWilliams 

Wendy Mendenhall 

Erica Miller 

Marianne Miller 

Edward Miller, Jr. & Pam Miller 

Blair & Fay Morgan 

Naomi & Marlin Morris 

Nora & Jim Nealon 

Estate of Mary Lou Neff 

Megan & Erik Orient 

Paul & Carolyn Rizza 

Rev. Martin & Sarah Roth 

Keith Runge 

Judi Seanor 

John & Irene Sigler 

Donald & Illene Smith 

William & Kristen Snyder 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Hunker 

St. Peter's Lutheran Church, North East 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran, Wexford 

Valencia Donut Company 

David Williams 

Kathryn Wood 

Gloria & Daniel Yount 

Zion Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh 

 

Level 3: $300 to $499 
Mark & Kathy Armstrong 

Virginia Arnold 

Robert & Joan Belles 

Trudi & Charles Booth 

Rev. W. Brewer, Jr. & J. Brewer 

Jean Claus 

Rev. Bill Cox 

James & Vicki Daley 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Export 

Faith Lutheran Church, New Florence 

Harry & Pauline Faucett 

Charles & Johanna Fuellgraf 

Shelley & Charles Guthoerl 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Irwin 

Geir Hundal 

Nancy & John Jeffries 

Mike & Wilma Johnson 

C. Ted & Janet Kaltwasser 

Ronald & Joyce Kilgore 

Harold & Doris Laderer 

Gary & Priscilla Lester 

Janet Lyons 

Stan & Pat McCollough 

Patricia McKee 

Colleen & Paul Mertens 

Paul & Mona Miller 

New Hope Lutheran Church, Freedom 

Oak Grove Lutheran Church, Zelienople 

James & Susan Osborne 

Pitchford Diversified, Inc. 

Poulin Grain, Inc. 

Melissa & Roger Ray 

Tom & Sandy Rea 

Revs. Brenda & David Ritterpusch 

Kathleen Schubert 

Seaman Memorial Evangelical Lutheran 

Margaret & Charles Skalos 

Trudy & Vaughn Taylor 

C. Reed & Ruth Lee Trimble 

United Way of Greater Philadelphia  

     & Southern New Jersey 

Maria Von Mickwitz 

Patricia Wuenstel 

Dottie & James Zaffuto 

 

Level 2: $200 to $299 
AmazonSmile Foundation 

David & Bonita Bachman 

Frank & Mary Baker 

John & Kathy Bangor 

Lynn Beck 

Nelson & Dolores Bormann 

Jack & Joan Brown 

Edward & Shirley Brut 

Bryce & Sonja Carpenter 

David & Kathleen Cashdollar 

Lynn Chiado 

Wylda Cole 

James & Jeanette Cunningham 

Tim & Marsha Davis 

Cathy Dennis 

DHT Construction Inc. 

Rev. James & Sara Donnell 

Stephen & Judith Downing 

Rev. Herb & Andrea Dubler 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh 

Linda Fleming & Robert Mitchell 

Dolores Frank 

Jack and Judy Freed 

Richard & Lynda Freed 

Dana Frishkorn 

Tim George 

Al & Edwina Gesler 

Hagan Business Machines of Butler 

Barbara & David Hall 

William & Norma Jean Hansmann 

John & Leigh Ann Hertzog 

Frank & Lois Hodas 

Jack Hohbach 

Richard Holt 

Hope Evangelical Lutheran, Homer City 

William Hower 

Joe & Janet Janukites 

Kurt Johanknecht 

Jocelyn Johnston 

Dana Kapp 

William Keller 

Richard & Ann Kessel 

Ryan & Cindy Kobert 

Rev. & Robert E. Kromer 

Rev. S. Kuechenmeister-Hall  

     & J. Kuechenmeister 

William Lenz 

Virginia McMullan 

Dean & Moira Meixner 

Charles & Denise Morrison 

Terri & Paul Mostoller 

Nativity Evangelical Lutheran, Allison Park 

James & Susan Neal 

Katherine Nelson 

Elizabeth Orris 

Keith & Audrey Pipes 

Linda Raschiatore 

Timothy & Gayle Reddinger 

Sally Reesman 

Liana Reynolds 

Ed Roehling 

Christine Schall 

John Schlotter & Heidi Morris 

Scrapbookers 

James & Rebecca Slade 

John & Dorothy Slomer 

Stephen Spargo 

St. Peter's Lutheran, St. Petersburg 

Jim & Linda Thompson 

William & Youxu Cai Tjader 

Jeremy & Rebeccah Tost 

Anna Trettel 

Meredith & Ryan Trimble 

Valley of the Sun United Way 

Paul Wheeler 

Gary & Susan Whitling 

Reynolds & Joyce Wingard 

Woodland Quilters 

Robert & Nancy Wright 

Robert Young 

Zion Lutheran Church, Oil City 

 

Level 1: $100 to $199 
Kenneth & Rita Aber 

Jonathan & Rebekah Adams 

Staci & Edan Alexander 

Richard & Patricia Almes 

Lynn & Nancy Alstadt 

Ms. Linda Anderson 

Armstrong One Wire 

Benjamin Ashton 

Aubrey's Dubbs Dred Golf Course 

Christopher & Carla Babcock 

Gordie & Polly Bachman 

Kim & Robert Baierl 

Donald & Barbara Baker 

Steven Balderson 

Helena & Clyde Baker 

Kristopher & Sharon Barnes 

Douglas Bauer 

Ronald Bauman 

Bayer Corporation 

Danielle & Richard Beard 

Susan & Richard Beard 

John & Amy Kay Beiler 

Jeff Bell 

Bethesda Lutheran Church, Lower Burrell 

W. Gerald & Carolyn Blaney 

Cynthia Bognar 

Marlin & Karen Boltz 

Pastor Joe Boomhower 

John & Sheryl Borden 

Jean Bost 

Jeffrey Bost 

Carole Bowser 

Vivian & Samuel Bowser 

Mr. & Mrs. J.  Michael Bradley 

Delwin & Alicia Brockett 

Dawn Brut 

Budget Blinds 

John & Susan Burger 

Joel Bussard 

Kara Bussard 

Butler County Amateur Radio Association 

Butler Tires for Less 

Alice Camp 

Rev. Andrew Carlsson 

Sue & Ben Carothers 

Daniel Cashdollar 

Geraldine Cashdollar 

Jonathan Caulkins 

Gladys Chart 

Rebecca & Stephen Choiniere 

Tom Christy 

Robert & Linda Cichra 

Daniel & Kerri Clark 

Matthew & Jeannette Claus 

Fr John Cochran 

Minda Cohen 

Rosetta Colao 

Sarah Compher 

Conley Resort 

Beverly Cowen 

Timothy Davis 

Adele Dengel 

Dr. William & Patricia Dietrich 

Rev. James & Jane Dollhopf 

Andrea Dunmyre 

Cindy & David Dutt 

Kathy & Dale Ebner 

Cynthia Elmquist 

Rev. James Engel 

EQT Corporation - HQ 

Ashlee Erny 

Richard Evans 

Paul & Betsy Fackler 

Rev. Charles & Louise Fair 

Christen Fairley 

Samuel & Kara Falck 

Susan Farrell 

Elizabeth & Joseph Fetters 

DeWayne Filges 

First Lutheran Church, Warren 

Fisher's Service, Inc. 

Fleming Tire & Auto Service 

Foreign Tech, Inc 

Andre & Mischele Francois 

M. Darlene Frederickson 

Larry & Rachelle Fritz 

Aidan Fry 

Terry Gaberson 

Angela Galbraith 

Revs. M. Galbraith & M. Galbraith-Cordes 

Beck Galbraith 

Todd & Shayne Garcia-Bish 

Garfield's Restaurant & Pub 

Susan & Roger Garrett 

Tammi Gavlik 

Glen & Donna Gold 

Noel & David Goldberg 

D.A. Richard Goldinger 

Richard & Carolyn Graff 

Peter & Nancy Graff 

Kathleen & John Green 

Lori Greene 

Edward & Diane Grunnagle 

Grupp's Christmas Trees 

Nora Gustafson 

Haberberger Family 

Rebecca Hall 

Rev. John & Stephanie Harman 

John & Anne Harmon 

Don & Peggy Hayn 

Walter & Diana Hebda 

Bob & Wendy Hedegore 

Hefren Tillotson 

Doris Herceg 

Len & Linda Hess 

Sherene Hess 

Larry & Mollie Ann Hibbs 

Arnold & Gail Holm 

Rachel & Daniel Holm 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh 

Clark & Melinda McClure-Howell 

Joanne & Scott Hyde 

John Jacoby 

Jill & James Johnson 

Gene & Karen Jones 

Patrick Jungling 

Charles & Sharon Kaltwasser 

Michael & Christine Kamnikar 

Jeffrey Keefer 

Rebecca & Jeff Keeler 

Nate Keffer 

Katie Kerr 

Robert & Jean Kestner 

William & Marjorie Kirchner 

Christpher Klapper 

Phyllis Klingensmith 

Cindy & Jeff Knoll 

Jake & Julie Kosker 

Joyce & Gary Kottner 

Paul & Mary Ann Kowalik 

Kelsey Kresse 

Gloria Krieger 

Donald & June Kudas 

Lamb of God Lutheran Church, Erie 

Land Surveyors, Inc. 

Harry Laube 

Paul & Patricia Lebanik 

Alan & Roseann Lee 

Lisa Legge-Koeneman 

David Lendt 

Justin Lentz 

John & Deanna Leuenberger 

Frank & Phyllis Lewis 

Marian & Abby Linton 

Roy Lloyd 

Lou Negley Bottled Water, Inc. 

Lung & Wellness Centers of  

     Western Pennsylvania 

Samuel & Shirley Lyon 

Clarence Madison 

Maher Duessel 

Rosemarie Maholage 

Brianne & Jonathan Major 

Sandra Mangini 

Allen Mansfield 

Jennifer & Mark Marnich 

L. Lea Marshall 

Joyce Martin 

Martin Sales and Service 

Mary Circle, Zion Lutheran Church, Mayport 

Linda & Kevin Mathias 

Donald May 

Patricia McCaughtry 

Robert & Carol McCurdy 

Rev. Jill McGregor 

Jenn & Russ McIntire 

Thomas McVicker 

Dorothy McWilliams 

Kelly McWilliams 

William & Darla Mechling 

George & Rose Mellors 

Edward & Linda Mertz 

Jane & Ray Messmer 

Janet Miller 

Benjamin Minett 

Connie & Mark Monk 

Monteverde's Inc 

Daniel & Susan Morrow 

Robin Musher 

Randall & Cheryl Neish 

Dennis Lane & Carrie Nurnberger-Lane 

Ohio Valley Chapter 22 SPA 

Parkers Appliance 

Sally Jo Patton 

William & Pamela Patton 

Scott & Diane Penfield 

James Petsinger 

Kathryn Pickett 

Anne Pierotti 

David Porges 

Nancy & John Powell 

Melinda & Jason Pry 

Laurel & Edward Rae 

Raisley Insurance Agency Inc. 

Jan & Park Rankin 

Reed Oil Company 

Elizabeth & Wayne Rideout 

Erica Ritenour 

Ethan Ritenour 

Kellie Rodgers 

Eric & Missy Roehling 

Abigail Scanga 

William & Carol Schaal 

George & Diana Schein 

Ann Schmid 

Holly Schubert 

Richard & Norma Schwab 

Walt & Martha Senchesen 

Sam Sesti 

Joseph Shellenbarger 

Donald & Sonja Shoup 

Edward & Dorothy Sites 

Marilyn Smail 
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In Honor Of... 

Our sincerest apologies if 

we omitted your name.  

John & Monica Smith 

Joanne Smith 

Robert & Bonnie Softcheck 

Specialty Precast Company, Inc 

Marie & Donald Spohn 

Jan & Conrad Squitieri 

St. John Lutheran Church Women, Carnegie 

St. John's Lutheran, New Castle 

St. John's Perrysville 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Corry 

Margaret & William Stoner 

Stoughton Acres Golf Course 

Jeannine & Ross Strohmyer 

Jaakko & Sandra Suni 

Bill Sweeney 

Table 86 

Triangle Gasoline Company of Butler 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh 

Jamie Ulrich 

UPMC Health Plan 

Wallace Utley 

Janet Vandyke 

Shirley VanDyke 

Susan & Josef Vanek 

Carmen & JoEllen Vergari 

Erwin Vettel 

James D. & Patricia W. Vetter 

Helen Louise Walter 

Hannah Warren 

Charles & Wanda Warren 

WELCA/New Hope Lutheran Church 

Western PA Roof Cleaning 

LuAnn & Timothy Wheeler 

Shelby & Michael Wherry 

David Wilkins & Joanne Yeh 

Marsha & Jim Williams 

Rebecca & Justin Williams 

Window World 

James & Cynthia Workman 

Patricia & Craig Yost 

James Young, Jr. & Mary Kay Young 

Randy & Miriam Youngquist-Thurow 

Shirley & Warren Zundel 

 

Thrivent/United Way 
Anonymous Donors 

Christine Adams 

American Airlines  

Craig Andersson  

Dennis Atkin 

Babb, Inc. 

Martha Bachman  

Kristopher & Sharon Barnes  

Jocelyn Barton  

Nan Barton 

David Bash 

Kevin J Bell 

Matthew Benson 

Donna Blumer 

Evelyn Booth  

Michelle Borst  

Corbin & Patricia Bowser 

Harvey & Norma Bruner 

Edward M Brut 

Butler Eagle – Eagle Printing Company 

Ronald Cairns   

Larry & Susan Carey  

Roger E Carlson 

Diane Carson  

Gladys Chart 

Karin Cheslar 

Peter & Annette Cholock  

Carol & Joann Chonoska 

Nevin Clark 

Jean Claus 

Cohen Grigsby PC 

John Coulter 

Tina Cox 

Laverne Crawford 

Cutiss Wright 

Richard Davis  

Mary Davison 

Jacob Defassio 

Roger DeYoung 

Patricia Dietrich  

William Dietrich  

Dollar Bank 

Bradley Drennen 

Richard & Beverly Dreves  

Shirley Dudenhoefer  

Diana Duncan  

Michael Durkin 

Eat’n Park 

Eaton Corporation 

Carol Ellis  

Richard Evans  

Paul Fackler 

James & Terri Farringer 

Elizabeth Fetters  

Nancy Finzel 

Erica Flanders 

Denise Flaherty 

Charles & Gretchen Fleischer  

Georgia Flowers 

Richard Freed  

Allen Fuchs 

Paul Gaberson 

Betty Gabriel    

Heath Gamache 

Nora Gelnett 

Richard Gemeinhart 

Carlin Gerba 

Randal Girdwood 

Lionel & Linda Gladu 

Ronald Goehring  

Sam Goncz 

Clarence & Bernice Gourley 

Karen Grosclaude 

Randal Gullickson 

Patricia Hauser 

Patricia Hanf 

William & Norma Hansmann 

Robert & Arleen Hawk 

Walter & Diana Hebda 

Robert & Wendy Hedegore 

John Helinski  

Michael Hileman 

Jill Hixson 

Jack Hohbach 

Gail Holm 

Jacquelyn Holmberg   

Laura Lee Horstman 

Charen Housley  

John Howard 

Betty Idler-Shaffer  

Jacqueline Jacobs 

Joseph & Janice Janukites 

Jocelyn Johnston  

Melissa Johnston 

William Jones 

Jean Joyce 

Charles Kaltwasser  

Deborah Kaltwasser-Mort 

Terrence Keffer 

Anne Kelly 

Loarraine Kesterson 

Donald & Helen Kleckner 

Cynthia Klingensmith 

Lucille Klingensmith 

Joyce Kottner  

Darla Kratzer 

Robert & Rita Kromer 

Rev. James Laber 

Larry & Anna-Marie Labowski  

Thomas Labowski 

Gary Lee 

Priscilla Lester 

Bruce & Vivian Light  

Dorothy Lindner 

Russell Livingston 

Mandy Loughner 

Janet Lyons  

Donna Malanowski 

Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, Coleman 

Dean Matanin  

Mark Mesarch 

Richard McClain 

Shirley M McClure 

Carol McDowell 

Howard McIlvried 

Linda McRae 

Richard & Colleen McWilliams 

Saundra Meko 

Mark Mesarch  

Marilyn Michael  

Andrea Miller 

Alice Morris 

Joseph Motz 

Thomas Myers 

Nationwide Insurance Company 

Wallace Newquist 

Clifford Nolder 

Ronald & Barbara Palmer  

Susan Peck  

Linda Penfield 

James Pepka 

Phyllis Permar 

Pittsburgh Corning Corporation 

PPG Industries, Inc. 

Donald Pugh 

Kathleen Rankin 

Gregory Rankin  

Karen Rasmussen 

Vivien Reel 

Ellen W Riley 

Robert & Sharon Roemer 

Tom & Sandy Rossman 

Max Rush  

Timothy & Lori Russell 

David Saylor  

Christine Schall 

John Schlotter & Heidi Morris 

James Schnebel 

Rosemarie Schuller 

Anita Schunn 

Judith Seanor 

Dale Sechrist 

Dennis Shaffer  

Gerald & Patricia Shanor 

Jill Shanor  

Jeffrey Shearer 

Anthony R Simonetti 

Marilyn Smail 

Kristen Snyder  

Bonnie Softcheck  

Roger Spencer  

Ronald & Mary Spoonhoward 

Michelle Steiner 

Roxanne Stiteler  

Nancy Stoehr 

John Stotz  

Benjamin Thelin  

Stephen & Lisa Thelin 

Walter & Janet Treser 

Tanya Tost 

UPMC 

Ronald Valentino 

Ronald Vodenichar 

Edwin & Janice Wagner  

Jeffrey Ward  

David Williams 

James & Marsha Williams  

J & Ann Wineman  

Robert & Nancy Wright 

Darlene Wyland 

Allen M Zabkar 

Randall Zeigler 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honorarium Gifts 
     from 11/01/2016 – 10/31/2017 
Sam & Lusky Armstrong 

     by Mark & Kathy Armstrong 

Jean & Elmer Bentz 

     by Mark & Kathy Armstrong 

Rev. Bernhard A. Bischoff  

     by Rev. Bill Cox 

Rebecca Botts 

     by Marvin Vaughn 

Jim, Ro, and Matt Clarke  

     by Curtis & Sally Frank 

Ryan Fairley & Rebecca Williams 

     by Ted & Donna Fairley 

Scott Hunter-Best Family  

     by Curtis & Sally Frank 

Melanie Best & Robert Wilson Family  

     by Curtis & Sally Frank 

Goncz Family  

     by Dorothy Goncz 

Charles & Patti Flach  

     by Anonymous 

Curt & Sally Frank  

     by Wylda Cole 

Angela Galbraith  

     by Rev. Susan Irons 

Beck Galbraith  

     by Rev. Susan Irons 

Heath Gamache  

     by Eric & Kathryn Kofmehl 

Todd Garcia-Bish  

     by Timothy Bish Esq 

Sarah & Josh Gold  

     by Glen & Donna Gold 

Sara Goncz  

     by Rev. Susan Irons 

Ben Held  

     by Danette & Dan Hunter 

The Helpler Family  

     by Megan & Eric Orient 

David E Horlan  

     by Eric & Kathryn Kofmehl 

Susan & Mario Lanna  

     by Martha & Michael Jurczak 

Marilyn Ludwig's 75th Birthday 

      by Thomas Ludwig 

      by  Susan West 

William Luft  

     by John & Susan Frantz 

Pam Mildren  

     by The Woodland Quilters 

Deacon Deb Roberts  

     by Robert & Mary Thompson 

Suzanne Schmidt  

     by Deborah Ross 

The Shaulis & Lehew Family  

     by John & Betty Lehew 

Jean P. Spickerman  

     by Merle & William Spickerman 

Sarah, Erin & Lauren Swartz  

     by Swartz Girard Family Fund  

Elsie Taylor  

     by Sandra Mangini 

     by Curtis & Sally Frank 

Sharon Wach  

     by John & Susan Frantz 

Rob Young  

     by David & Katherine Young 

Our Grandchildren 

     by Bishop & Mrs. Donald McCoid 

The People & Ministry of St. John's  

       Evangelical Lutheran Church, Erie PA  

     by St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Future Adventurer Campers!  

     by John & Kurt Jackline 

 

Memoriam Gifts 
     from 11/01/2016 – 10/31/2017 
Ray Allen  

     by Evelyn Booth 

     by the friends of Ray Allen 

     by Concordia Lutheran Health & Human  

        Care 

     by Thomas & Julie Myers 

     by Rodger Allen & Laurie Williams 

     by Linda Frayer 

Steve Alogna  

     by George & Janice Rasmussen 

Matthew Q Ammon  

     by Joyce & Gary Kottner 

     by Michael & Shelby Wherry 

     by Kathy & Paul Gaberson 

David Antis  

     by James & Christine Antis  

James Antis 

     by James & Christine Antis 

Sally Bachovchin-Janocko  

     by Kathy & Brian Bacik 

William & Cora Bauer  

     by Judith Senor 

Elna Bell  

     by Jeff Bell 

Jean & Elmer Bentz  

     by Kathy & Mark Armstrong 

Barbara Bicker  

     by Joan Ferraro 

Dorothy & Homer Bollen 

     by Joyce & Gary Kottner 

Jane  Brown Clarke  

    by Curtis & Sally Frank 

Dr. Mark Carlsson, camp doctor  

     by Rev. Andrew Carlsson 

Oliver F. Cashdollar, Jr.  

     by David & Kathleen Cashdollar 

Oliver F. Cashdollar, Sr.  

     by David & Kathleen Cashdollar 

John Charters  

     by Rev. Bill Cox 

     by Elizabeth Charters 

 

A. Dale Clarke  

     by Curtis & Sally Frank 

Barbara Lynn Claypoole  

     by Roger H Claypoole 

Bill Cole  

     by Wylda Cole 

Roger & Juliette Critchlow  

     by Judy Rauch 

Sara C. Donnell  

     by Rev. James Donnell 

Mary & Ed Eller  

     by Their Family 

Shaulis Family  

     by John & Betty Sue Lehew 

Wilma Follmer  

     by Carl Follmer 

Rev. Dr. James N. Frank  

     by Curtis & Sally Frank 

Robert Fredley  

     by Merab Drennen 

John & Sally Freed  

     by Marvin Vaughn 

John, Sally & Pat Freed  

     by Jack & Judy Freed 

Su Gergerich  

     by Deborah Ross 

Earl Geyer  

     by Jonathan Gannon 

     by Jamie Ulrich 

     by Glenn & Barbara Harris 

Marie & Marion Good   

     by LaVerne & Alan Mochnick 

Scott Henjum  

     by John & Nancy Jeffries 

Bob and Mary Claire Hileman  

     by Pat & Don Melpolder 

Hildegarde Jenson  

     by Jill Dedinsky 

     by John Spidalette 

     by Donna Lindh 

     by Dwight Jenson 

     by Jill Dedinsky 

     by Jerry & Lori Wilson 

     by Jill Dedinsky 

Joseph Carl Kiefer  

     by James Kiefer 

Arthur & Martha Klein  

     by William & Karen Newson 

William & Phyllis Klingensmith  

     by Ray & Lucille Allen 

June Charlotte Lobins  

     by Jake & Emily Lobins 

Martha Luppold  

     by Pastor Herb & Andrea Dubler 

     by Kathy & Brian Bacik 

Pat Maier  

     by Harry Laube 

Egon Marrett  

     by Donald & Barbara Baker 

Mary B. May  

     by Donald May 

Kenneth R. May   

     by Donald May 

Ed & Ellen Miller  

     by Edward R & Pam Miller 

Wil Morrow  

     by Daniel & Susan Morrow 

Arthur R. Patterson  

     by Roy Lloyd 

Rev. Art Patterson  

     by Rev. Robert & Sharon Marks 

Mildred (Sue) Peters  

     by Elsie Taylor 

Mildred Pfeifer  

     by Ted & Donna Fairley 

Rev. Earl Runge  

     by Keith Runge 

Shirley Schoeller  

     by Christ Lutheran Church, Duquesne 

Richard J. Schroeck  

     by Carol E. Schroeck 

Nancy Sederberg  

     by Deborah Ross 

Rev. Samuel & Gracia Shaulis  

     by John & Betty Lehew 

Samuel Shaulis  

     by John & Betty Lehew 

Dorothy Shaulis  

     by John & Betty Lehew 

Richard L. Slomer  

     by John & Dorothy Slomer 

Carl Smail  

     by Marilyn Smail 

Dr. Russell & Ruth Steininger  

     by Merab Drennen 

     by Kristin & Christopher Brant 

Stephanie Steininger Eslinger  

     by Merab Drennen 

     by Ronald L. Eslinger 

Rev. Robert Sternat  

     by John & Betty Lehew 

Ralph Taylor  

     by Sandra Mangini 

Allen Tolley  

     by Paul J. Hill 

Marian Tritsch  

     by The Butler Eagle 

     by Joseph & Karen Smith 

     by Ronald & LaDonna Braun 

     by Lorraine McDevitt 

     by Lynn Schraf & David Gilbreath 

Joe Ugen  

     by Jaakko & Sandra Suni 

Charles Vasey, Jr.  

    by Ruth Vasey 

Robert Vaughn  

     by Marvin Vaughn 

Tom & Augusta Vezzetti  

     by Delwin & Alicia Brockett 

Pastor Reinhold & Mrs. Lois Weber  

     by Lynn Schrimper & Family 

 

Barbara E. Wilson  

     by Rebecca & Stephen Choiniere 

James H. Wilsom 

     by Dorothy McWilliams 

     by Cheri Manzinger 

     by Cavalier Swim Club 

     by Stan & Nancy Cieslak 

     by Kenneth & Patricia McCune 

     by Ronald & Susan Smith 

     by Dean & Sue Matanin 

     by Mark Kijowski & Kristen Anderson 

     by Frederick & Julie Schamber 

     by Jaakko & Sandra Suni 

Edith Wilt Frank  

     by Curtis & Sally Frank 

David Worthy  

     by Don & June Kudas 

     by Donald & June Kudas 

Ed Wygonik  

     by Jaakko & Sandra Suni 

Loved Ones  

     by Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Stacy, Jr. 

My Parents  

     by Deborah Ross 

Save the Date: 

The 2018  

Trinity Pines 

Club Banquet 

is on  

June 10, 2018.  
(The Trinity Pines Banquet is 

for everyone who gave $200 or 

more in 2017.) 

FROM A LONG 

TIME SUPPORTER 
   In 1970 as a member of Trinity 

Lutheran in Meadville, I was 

first inspired to support  

Lutherlyn when a young  

member returned from camp and 

reported to the congregation 

about her “life-changing  

experience” as a counselor. I 

was so impressed with her report 

that I convinced the church 

council to have a fund to pay the 

camp fee for “21 in 71.” Pastor 

Steiner and Ed Miller helped 

plan the program by providing 

literature and a slide presentation 

to encourage members of the  

congregation to participate. The 

program was so well received 

that we had more camperships 

than we had camp-age campers. 

We filled the gap with kids from 

Meadville’s Head Start program.  

   In 1974 my company  

transferred me to Butler, which 

gave me the opportunity to join 

the Lutherlyn Board of  

Directors. Between my children 

and board activities, I was able 

to see first-hand many life-

changing experiences that were 

taking place at 500 Lutherlyn 

Lane. 

   It has been a fulfilling  

experience for me to be a part of 

such a great organization for 

nearly 50 years and to see many 

young people develop into  

leaders in the church and  

community. It has been an honor 

to serve Lutherlyn over the years 

and most recently to be a  

supporter of the “Preserving the 

Future” campaign. Supporting 

Lutherlyn has ALWAYS been 

time and money well spent. 

By Tom Rossman 
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Retreats & Events 
GROWN-UP CAMP 

 

   Attending camp as a child was something I always looked  

forward to. I knew it took exactly 58 minutes to make it there from 

home; unless dad was driving then it was 1 hour and 20 minutes. The 

longest part of the drive seemed to be once we got to Lutherlyn Lane.   

I can say those feelings still exist, now that I am an adult. 

     Some of my greatest memories as a child were campfires, hiking, 

meeting new friends, and sleeping on the top bunk. I can’t forget 

about singing Pharaoh, Pharaoh either.   When I heard about  

“Grown-Up Camp” I was beyond excited to attend. I knew how much 

I loved camp and couldn’t wait to experience it again.  The highlights 

were similar to those I had when I was younger (with the exception of 

the top bunk).  I signed up knowing very few people and left with 20+ 

new friends.  The part that I often overlooked as a child was the faith  

formation that occurred.  From playing, hiking, and swimming, to  

closing worship in the Amphitheater, there are so many opportunities 

to reflect and grow. I know that many past campers have your favorite 

memories or experiences from camp and I hope to see you at  

Grown-Up Camp next August!                    By Virginia Kreisel 

** In 2018 Grown-Up Campers will have the option to stay Friday - 

Sunday, Monday - Wednesday, or stay Friday - Wednesday!!! 

Fathers and Sons Retreat – From a Dad 
 

     I have been taking my boys to the Fathers and 

Sons Retreat for fifteen years now.  The experience of 

taking a 5 year old and a 3 year old to camp for the 

weekend is much different than an 18 year old and a 

20 year old.  I have seen them grow from throwing 

leaves at each other to trying to sink the canoe on a 

sunrise trip to Moraine State Park. 

     We laugh a lot and start sentences with 

“Remember when…”  I remember years of spending 

most of the day at the gaga court when somebody was 

absolutely OBSESSED.  I also remember a  

certain boy who was all too pleased to be sold into a 

blacksmith apprenticeship.  We often took home a 

contraption that did not work but we left with a 

stronger 

faith and a 

better rela-

tionship 

with each  

other.  We 

would love 

to have 

you come 

along and 

join the 

fun! 

 

Fathers and Sons Retreat – From a Son 
     I’ve been going to the Fathers and Sons Retreat for 

as long as I can remember. Ever since I was a kid I 

have looked forward to Labor Day weekend because 

of this retreat. It is a fantastic opportunity to bond 

with my dad and my older brother. The time that we  

cherish the most is during the “Junkyard Wars.” This 

is an activity where we have a few hours to build 

some sort of a contraption, for example a catapult or a 

chair. Even though we are terrible at these  

competitions, we always have a blast in the process. 

We still talk about the time 10 years ago where we 

made a catapult that launched a rock that went the 

opposite of the desired direction. The Fathers and 

Sons Retreat always results in great memories and 

closer relationships with your family. One day I plan 

on taking my kids to this same great event! 

             By Jim & Luke Robertson 

QUILTING/

CRAFTING  
 

I’ve been attending the Lutherlyn 

quilt retreats for several years 

now.  I come to all of the retreats 

for as many days as they’ll have 

me.  It’s not because I am able to 

sew all day without the daily  

interruptions of home life, or 

Nick’s amazing food (maybe the 

food has a lot to do with it).   

Seriously, it’s the fellowship.  

From the moment I walk in and 

am welcomed by Deb’s warm 

smile, I feel a sense of peace and 

acceptance.  I simply love the  

people I’ve met at Lutherlyn.  I 

have made lifelong friends who 

where there for me emotionally 

this past year while at a retreat I 

had a dear friend pass away and I 

had a serious family crisis.  Thank 

you dear friends.  It’s a great time 

for quilters and crafters to finish 

(or start) those wonderful, hand-

made gifts cherished by friends 

and family!       By Robin Musher 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA  

RETREAT AT LUTHERLYN 
 

     To the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synodical women’s group, Lutherlyn has been a 

special place in the lives of our women.  We have been having retreats at Lutherlyn since 

back when we were the LCW and continuing today as W/ELCA.  

     The first retreats were truly a camping experience with the old cement cabins, iron cots 

with flat mattresses, cold water, cement floors, and old Hunker Hall with the picnic table 

seating.  Women brought a few comforts from home to make it through the weekend - 

small rugs for the floor, coffee pots for the cabins, fans, etc. Now as many of us are aging, 

we appreciate the comfortable changes that have happened. We love the new cabins with 

heat, thick mattresses, hot water, and the new dining hall. 

     Some things haven’t changed.  The one constant in all the years has been what the 

women experience in that weekend retreat year after year.  They come from their busy 

lives to retreat – refresh – renew before going back to their everyday lives.  They are  

inspired by morning watch, bible studies, voices praising and singing, prayer walks to 

Chapel Rock, Sunday morning worship on Chapel Hill, prayer partners, workshops, and 

campfires. They come for the friendship, fellowship, and love found there. 

     Each retreat is special. Some might stand out more than others.  One special year was 

2001 when the retreat came only four days after that horrible day of 9/11.  It was difficult 

to go through with the retreat but it was a good place to gather, to mourn, to cry, and to 

pray together. In 2004, Hurricane Irene hit but that didn’t stop the SWPA women.  They 

slowly made their way through rainstorms and flooded roads to gather as always.  The 

NWPA women joined the retreat in 2008 and have continued since. Celebrating our 25th 

anniversary in 2012 was a special retreat.  

     Lutherlyn hosting our weekend retreats will always be special.  Lutherlyn gives us a 

place of peace, comfort, and closeness to God that keeps us going until the next year.  

       By Betty Albright 

2018 Calendar 
 

January 
9-14—Quilting/Crafting Retreat 

27—Blacksmithing Class 

26-28—Winter Retreat (4-12 grade) 

 

February 
3—Saturday Safari—Orienteering 

 

March 
3—Maple Sugaring Saturday Safari 

20-25—Quilting/Crafting Retreat 

24—Blacksmithing Class 

 

April 
20-22—YouthFest (Jr. High & Sr. High) 

21—Blacksmithing Class 

28—Work Day 

 

May 
11-13—Family Getaway Weekend 

12—CAMP BLAST!!! 

19—Blacksmithing Class 

 

June 
3-15—Summer Staff Training 

9—Fun Run & 70 Year Staff Reunion 

10—Trinity Pines Club Banquet 

17—SUMMER CAMP BEGINS! 

 

July 
1-31—SUMMER CAMP CONTINUES! 

 

August  
3—Last day of Summer Camp 

17-19—Fri.-Sun. Grown-Up Camp 

20-22—Mon.—Wed. Grown-Up Camp 

17-22—Full Week Grown-Up Camp 

31-9/1—Fathers & Sons Retreat 

 

September 
4-9—Quilting/Crafting Retreat 

22—Blacksmithing 

 

October 
5-7—Wild Women Weekend 

20, 21—Woodland Quilters Quilt Show 

20—Blacksmithing Class 

26-28—Family Getaway Weekend 

27—Family Halloween Fun 

 

November 
3—Saturday Safari 

13-18—Quilting/Crafting Retreat 

30-12/2—Family Getaway Weekend 

 

December 
1—Family Advent Festival 

1—Advent Dinner & Worship (for all) 

1—The PLUNGE! 
 

 

 

Visit www.lutherlyn.com for  

complete schedules, details  and  

registration information.  
 

Want to bring your 
own group to camp?  

 

Lutherlyn hosts retreat groups of all 

types throughout the year (with the 

exception of during summer camp). 

Please give us a call to talk about all 

of the ways that you and your group 

can use camp’s facilities.  



Lutherlyn Environmental Education Program 
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     As stewards of God's creation we realize that we are commanded to care for and 

sustain the earth.  We also realize that at times we fail to understand our impact upon 

the created world around us.  For this reason Lutherlyn places a high priority on the 

careful management and restoration of the land with which we have been blessed.  

Education of campers and staff is seen as an important part of sharing God's vision 

for the world.   

FIELD TRIP FUN! 
 

     Hi my name is Eli and when I 

was in third grade I came to  

Lutherlyn for a field trip. Coming to 

camp for a field trip was a great 

thing to do. I loved building a  

survival shelter; it was my favorite 

part of the field trip. It is fun to 

show kids that have never been here 

before what a cool place camp is 

because it is one of my favorite 

places. Even though I live here (my 

mom is the director) it was still fun 

to come to Lutherlyn for a field trip 

and I learned a lot. When I came 

home I decided to build my own survival shelter and I slept in it that night. Coming to 

camp for a field trip was one of my favorite things that I did in third grade.        Eli, age 9 

LEEP – MORE STUDENTS THAN EVER!   
 

     2017 has been an extraordinary year for the Lutherlyn Environmental  

Education Program.  School field trip numbers have continued to grow.  The  

number of students attending maple sugaring field trips in February and March was 

the largest number in at least 10 years.  In the month of May alone, 2,900 students 

visited Lutherlyn to learn about the natural world – more than ever before.  In fact, 

over 6,500 students have been part of environmental education experiences this 

year, making it our largest year ever.   

     Improvements to the mine treatment wetland are also a highlight of 2017.  

Through a Consent Order and Agreement between XTO Energy and the  

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, iron hydroxide was  

removed from the settling pond and wetland, freshwater was diverted around the 

wetland system, breaches in parts of the wetland were repaired, and access to the 

site was improved.  These improvements and repairs should enable the system to 

function well into the future and continue to keep pollution out of Semiconon Run. 

     Having a Montessori school at Lutherlyn has also been an exciting endeavor 

(see article on the front page of this newsletter).  The LEEP staff has had the  

pleasure of working with these students on a weekly basis since August.  We have 

enjoyed sharing the wonder of God’s creation with such inquisitive students. 

     As you can imagine, it takes quite a bit of 

planning to provide programs for 6,500  

students.  The LEEP staff is currently  

scheduling schools, repairing equipment,  

clearing trails, and otherwise preparing for 

2018. We don’t have much time to reflect on 

the success of 2017; we have reason to believe 

that 2018 will be just as extraordinary and even 

bigger!      

Todd Garcia-Bish  

Director of Environmental Education 

THANK YOU GORDIE! 
 

     Since 1997, Dr. Gordon  

Bachman has been a key part of 

Lutherlyn’s maple sugaring  

program.  For the last 20 years, 

Gordie has been our Sugar Maker 

and has cooked thousands of  

gallons of sap into maple syrup.  

He has also taught the students 

who come to Lutherlyn on maple 

sugaring field trips about the  

syrup–making process.  Gordie has 

spent countless hours keeping the 

fire burning in the sugar shack.  As 

2018 approaches, he has decided 

that it is time to pass the sugary 

torch on to someone else.  We 

thank him for all of his time and energy in teaching over 7,000 children and making  

hundreds of gallons of Lutherlyn’s delicious maple syrup.  

 

Visit Lutherlyn’s  
Facebook page every 

Wednesday for  
“What is it Wednesday”.  
Each week Holly posts a  

photo from nature at  
Lutherlyn and then writes an 
informative article about that 
photo at the end of the day.  

FROM AN ENVIRONMENTAL  

EDUCATION INSTRUCTOR 
 

     When I was a kid I spent my days outside. Many days were spent playing in the 

woods or looking for crayfish in the creeks we had in town. I used to catch crayfish 

and put them in our aquarium. My mom put a stop to that when she found “the big 

one” crawling across the kitchen floor one morning.  

     Playing outside was always an adventure. I never imagined that I would grow up 

and have a job where I got to work outside, play in the woods, and find crayfish in 

the stream!  

     Working with Lutherlyn’s Environmental Education Program has been such a 

source of joy in my adult life. I love watching kids explore and discover things in 

nature that they didn’t know were there. I enjoy their excited questions when they 

see something like a crane fly larva for the first time and their amazement as they 

watch an adult dragonfly emerge from its nymph form. 

     One of my favorite memories of work is when a boy who was in seventh grade 

told me he was taking his first hike ever. He lived in the Pittsburgh area and was 

really excited to be in the woods. It was an honor to be able to share that moment 

with him. It was also a reminder to never take the nature we have access to for 

granted.  

     I hope I am able to continue as an environmental instructor at Lutherlyn, helping 

kids explore nature and learn to care for it, for many more years.  

By Laura Wick 

 
The 2017-2018 

Lutherlyn  
Environmental  

Education  
Educators 

Students on a field trip working their way across 

the “Raging River” during group building as 

their teacher looks on. 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT  

WHY LEEP? 
 

     In these days of extremely tight school district budgets and focus on test preparation, 

why does a school choose to send their students to the Lutherlyn Environmental  

Education Program (LEEP) at Camp Lutherlyn?  For one school district in Mercer  

County, the answer has been the same for 20 years now: “LEEP is a unique and valuable 

learning experience that makes a lasting impact on our students.” 

     Grove City Middle School principal, Larry Connelly, summarizes it like this: “Our 7th 

grade LEEP trip involves hands-on learning, exploration of the environment, team & 

relationship building, confidence building, and self reflection.” Teachers who organize 

the trip focus on the integration of classroom learning with hands-on experiences, thus  

helping students see that concepts from the classroom relate to complex environmental 

issues, all the while stimulating their engagement in science. 

      Teachers want to ensure that students, many of whom don’t spend a lot of time  

outdoors, have a sensitivity and awareness of the natural world and an attitude of  

stewardship.  Increasing student’s understanding that they can make an impact is one 

reason, 20 years ago that GCMS teachers Jim Poole and Jamie Scott, began the LEEP 

trip for the seventh grade students. In fact, Jim felt so strongly about the importance of 

environmental education for students, that after he retired from GC, he came to work at 

LEEP as an instructor – and regularly enriches the learning experiences of all students 

who come to LEEP.  Over twenty years, more than 3500 Grove City students have made 

great memories and expanded their knowledge of our natural world through the LEEP  

experience.  

     Grove City’s LEEP program is one that was custom designed by Todd Garcia-Bish, 

Director of Environmental Education at Lutherlyn.  One half of the 7th grade class 

(approximately 80 students) arrives on day one and follows a schedule that breaks them 

into four groups which rotate through: stream investigation, ecosystem study,  

teambuilding and “ground school,” and predator/prey games.  Then, in the evening after 

dinner, students enjoy a campfire with environmentally themed songs and stories from 

the LEEP staff featuring Todd’s guitar playing and singing.  Following the campfire, the 

Grove City staff takes over for movie time and overnight supervision in the cabins. After 

breakfast the next morning, students tour Terra Dei with Lutherlyn staff, and do a  

scavenger hunt.  On day two, concurrent with these activities, the other half of Grove 

City’s seventh grade (80 students) arrives and begins their day one activities with more 

Lutherlyn staff pitching in to make it work.  Todd, Holly, and the LEEP staff’s  

willingness to work as much into a day as possible, and keeping costs as low as possible 

(GC teachers run the scavenger hunt activity) is one of the things that made GC select 

Lutherlyn.  The beautiful facilities (cabins, dining hall, etc.) were another factor; and the 

completely customizable schedule cinched their choice.  

     The LEEP trip is always a highlight of their middle school years for Grove City  

students.  Students write an essay after the visit.  Some comments from the 2017 essays 

include: “The instructors were great. They made science interesting and fun for me.  We 

have learned so many different life lessons and things about the environment.  It is the 

right mix of fun and education!”      By Jamie Scott 

           Grove City Middle School Librarian 



   Lutherlyn sends out a monthly e-newsletter through 

Constant Contact. If you are not on our e-mail list and 

would like to receive a monthly update from camp, 

please visit www.lutherlyn.com. There is a box on the 

front page of the web site that says “Join our Mailing 

List”. Please submit your e-mail address there and 

you will be added to our e-mail list. Each monthly newsletter includes upcoming 

events, photos, and news from camp! 

Lutherlyn has over 3,500 “likes” on Facebook! Check 

out Lutherlyn on Facebook for “Throwback  

Thursday” (#TBT), news, photos from events, and the 

most current happenings at camp!   
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News and Notes 

“Because of Lutherlyn...”  
     Lutherlyn has been a part of my life for more than 25 years.  I was 

 a camper, a summer staff member, and I served as Lutherlyn’s  

Development Director from 2012-2015.  During my first year as the 

Development Director,  I asked friends of camp to complete a sentence 

that began with “Because of Lutherlyn…”  Responses were inspiring.  

We saw people refer to lifelong friendships, becoming a better person, 

finding God, and having their lives forever changed.   

     I, too, can attribute the influence of Lutherlyn to many of the most important areas of 

my life.  Because of Lutherlyn…I met my wife.  Because of Lutherlyn…I understand 

generosity.  Because of Lutherlyn…I discovered my career path. 

Because of the experience I gained at Lutherlyn, I was given the opportunity to become 

a Gift Planner with the ELCA Foundation.  Now, working in partnership with Lutherlyn 

and other ELCA congregations and ministries, I assist families as they develop Legacy 

Gift Plans benefiting the ministries of our church.   

     As Lutherlyn’s Development Director, I was able to see, first-hand, the impact  

legacy and planned giving made.  Gifts received helped propel and shape the camp we 

know today.  Future legacy gifts will serve as a vital component as Lutherlyn continues 

to be a “God-Given place to be accepted, challenged, and sent.”  Now, as a Gift  

Planner, I am able to assist those wishing to leave behind a Legacy Gift sustaining 

Lutherlyn’s mission for future generations.  

     As a friend of Lutherlyn, how can you play a role in the continuation and 

growth of this important ministry?  In addition to being an annual donor to  

Lutherlyn, you can also plan to leave your legacy gift to Lutherlyn.  What plans do you 

have for your legacy?  Will Lutherlyn be a part of your plan?  As you consider and 

begin to make these important decisions, contact Lutherlyn with any questions or  

schedule a meeting to develop your own Legacy Gift Plan.    

              By Ryan Ebner  
              ELCA Gift Planner 
 

 
As a ministry of the ELCA & through our partnership with Lutherlyn, gift planning services are available to you 
at no cost.  Gift Planning services are available nationwide through a network of Foundation Gift Planners.     

The Director’s  

Notebook……. 
 

     When I was a camper, I would get so 
excited when the Lutherlyn Newsletter 
arrived in the mail. Before the days of 
Facebook and Social Media, I actually had 
not seen or heard anything in “real time” 
from camp since the summer and I  
NEEDED my camp fix. I soaked in every 
word and every picture. I read it numerous 
times to make sure I caught every detail. I 
had to wait until everyone in the family 
had a chance to read it before I was  
allowed to cut out the staff photo from the 
previous summer to add to my photo  
album. I am a total camp geek!   
     Can you imagine how exciting it is to 
sit here right now and write my first 
“Director’s Notebook” article? I am so 
honored to serve as Lutherlyn’s Executive 
Director! It is an exciting time at  
Lutherlyn, there is so much going on and 
so many people involved in making it all 
happen.  
     While in transition between Directors, 
the Lutherlyn Board adopted a strategic 
direction (see below) that guides us going 
forward. Our time, energy, and resources 
are devoted to the 5 core areas of ministry. 
Each area of ministry is in a time of 
growth and each area depends on the  
generosity of volunteers and donors to 
support it. Thank you to the thousands of 
people who have contributed to these  
program areas and the part that they play 
in fulfilling Lutherlyn’s Mission.  
     Between the Montessori school that is 
here daily, the completion of the Baker 
Chapel, the growth of the Lutherlyn  
Environmental Education Program, the 
Indoor Riding Arena making the  

Lutherlyn 
Equestrian 
Program 
year-round, 
and an  
increase in 
retreat 
groups, there 
is a constant  
excitement 
and energy 
at camp that 

serves as a continuous reminder of God at 
work in this place and through the people 
that come here.  
     Lutherlyn is a God-given place to be 
accepted, challenged, and sent. I have 
experienced that in my own life. I have 
watched my children experience that as 
campers. I am blessed to witness this daily 
in my calling to serve as Lutherlyn’s  
Executive Director. But…. Without YOU 
Lutherlyn is just 660 acres of land in  
Butler County. We are in this together. It 
is through ALL of the people involved in 
this ministry, that Lutherlyn can live out 
this core purpose. Without campers,  
volunteers, retreat participants,  
congregational support, school groups, 
Day Camp sites, horseback riding  
students, adventure groups, donors,  
parents, summer staff, and all of the 
17,000+ people that visit camp each year; 
what we know as LUTHERLYN could 
not happen. Thank you for the part that 
you play in making Lutherlyn a  
God-given place to be accepted,  
challenged, and sent.  I am honored to 
work with you to make it happen for more 
and more people each year! 
     God’s Blessing to you and I look  
forward to seeing you at camp soon! 
 
      

Lutherlyn Strategic Direction - Adopted August, 2017 
The strategic direction is shaped by: 

-Our core purpose statement that “Lutherlyn is a God-given place to be  

accepted, challenged, and sent.” 

-The financial realities.  

-A pledge to be good stewards of all the resources that we are given. 

-Property assessment. 

The strategic direction focuses on the five core areas of ministry: summer camp,  

retreats/events, the Lutherlyn Equestrian Program, the Lutherlyn Adventure  

Program, and the Lutherlyn Environmental Education Program.  

The strategic direction acknowledges that for there to be growth within the 5 core  

ministry areas there needs to be a plan developed in cooperation with the  

Executive Director. This plan addresses the current core ministry areas in order to  

establish costs, maximum capabilities, usage, efficiency, maintenance, and  

integration of programs. 

Therefore:  

 We will build, expand, and diversify our relationships. 

 We will develop a board that has the skills, abilities, and relationships to support  

  and encourage the strategic plan. 

 We will build pathways to capital. 

 We will partner with congregations and the whole church to do God’s work. 

 We will empower the Exec. Director to fulfill this plan and her job description. 

This strategic direction will be renewed and reviewed in 3 years and will be informed 

by input from our constituency. 

The strategic direction will be reviewed by the board semi-annually. 

It’s Lutherlyn’s 70th Birthday…..  

Let’s CELEBRATE! 
On Saturday, June 9th there will be a  

CAMP FUN RUN 
and a  

70-year staff reunion!  
More details will be coming soon BUT here is what 
you can do NOW: 
 SAVE THE DATE! The FUN RUN is in the morning 

and is open to EVERYONE! It will benefit  
Lutherlyn Camperships. The reunion is in the  
afternoon and evening with limited lodging  
available.  

 If you are past staff and have not already done so, 
please go to Lutherlyn.com/staffinvite or call the 
camp office to update your information. Our  
database does not reliably have past staff marked 
as such and we want to make sure that all past 
staff get an invitation.  

 Spread the word! If you have kept in touch with 
friends from camp, please have them get on our 
mailing list also.  

 We are looking for a FUN RUN committee. Please 
contact the camp office to help with this event.   

2017 campers  

awaiting the results 

of the “Survivor” 

themed Wednesday 

night all-camp 

games. 


